
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, January 24th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
PCN Networking Event 
Full details of our next networking event on February 8th were revealed on Friday, 
you can find all these details here. 
Thank you to all those that have already RSVP'd. 
We look forward to welcoming as many of you there as possible. 
Venue: Lancashire Conservation Studios, St Mary's St, Preston PR1 5LN 
You can register via this link: February 8th Networking Event 
We hope to see you all on the day. 
 
 
FUNDING 
Community Energy Efficiency Fund 
Rhea Projects LTD are looking for up to 10 Community Centres and/or organisations 
already working in Preston, to help deliver energy efficiency advice as well as small 
home improvement measures to Preston Residents. Additional funding has been set 
aside to support such organisations to reach out to their communities in this way. For 
full details and how to apply, please see the attached article. 
 
Global Fund for Children 
We passed on details of the above funding opportunity late last year after being 
advised of it by Lancashire BME Network. 
The application deadline has now passed and bids are being considered, and the 
Network would be interested to know the experiences so far of any groups who have 
entered the application process. 
Please email luckman.ismail@lancashirebmenetwork.org.uk if you can help. 
 
 
TRAINING 
Charity Digital 
The well renowned organisation Charity Digital have a couple of interesting webinars 
coming up. Tomorrow, they have one on ‘Digital Fundraising Trends for 2024’. This 
is definitely something many of our member groups could benefit from. The have a 
few more sessions scheduled for February, you can find details of them all here. 
 
BLUME 
A free webinar from BLUME titled ‘How will AI change bid writing?’. This session 
is only 30 minutes long and will take place on Monday, February 19th at 10am. A very 
interesting subject matter and it is sure to be a fascinating half hour. Full details can be 
found on Eventbrite. 



 
 
Orange Button Community Scheme 
PCN attended the recent Preston Health and Wellbeing Partnership meeting at the 
Town Hall where we heard Bernie Smith of Preston City Council’s community 
engagement team speak about the success of the Orange Button Community Scheme. 
This is a programme which offers specialised suicide prevention training to anyone 
interested who are then entitled to wear the orange button. 
Those experiencing suicidal thoughts can reach out to anyone wearing this button and 
while button holders are not able to counsel people, they can assist as much as 
possible and provide comprehensive signposting to relevant services.   
An amazing 100 per cent of those who have undergone the course locally said it was 
useful and worthwhile so if you are interested, just click this link for details. 
 
SURVEYS 
Lancashire and South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust Strategy 
Many of you will no doubt be 
aware that the Lancashire and 
South Cumbria NHS Foundation 
Trust (LSCFT) are now working 
towards a Trust Strategy refresh to 
best cope with the post-Covid 
world. 

The Trust’s values and quality 
priorities will remain the same, but 
they have introduced a new 
framework - The Quadruple Aim - 
which will be the focus for our 
trust objectives over the coming years.  

As part of this refresh, the Trust want to listen and engage with both LSCFT 
colleagues and system partners to gather views and feedback to help formulate their 
strategic goals. 

If you could take the time to complete a short survey, it would be greatly appreciated. 
The link to the survey can be found here: Microsoft Forms 

You have until the end of February to respond. 

 
 
Mental Health Provision 
In line with the Long Term Plan for Mental Health, Lancashire and South Cumbria 
ICB are required to transform community mental health services for adults.  



 
 
The model needs to be coproduced in partnership with all partners across the system 
such as mental health providers, Primary Care, Social Care and VCSFE, and most 
importantly with people with lived experience and their families.   
Last year, Lancashire Mind were commissioned to undertake engagement to help 
contribute towards this goal. 
As part of this work they have two surveys currently open to participants, links for 
each being attached, and it would be hugely helpful to the group’s task if as many of 
you as possible could complete whichever of these surveys is appropriate. 

1. VCFSE organisations: https://forms.office.com/e/tuRmR3WNi2 

2. Lived Experience: https://forms.office.com/e/WgACH7L7wj 
Please respond by the end of January. 
 
 
EVENTS 
Broadgate Community Health and Wellbeing Event 
Don’t forget the above which is being held tomorrow, Thursday, January 25 at the 
Gujarat Hindu Society on South Meadow Lane, Preston, PR1 8JN from 10am to 2pm. 
There's a car park at the venue and there's a direction sign at the front of the centre 
showing you where to park. 
More details on attached flyer.  
 
Caritas Care 
Caritas Care’s annual Tea Party is back for another year and promises to be a day to 
remember as they celebrate their 90th year!  Come along and join in the fun with a 
brew and cake on Saturday 9 March from 12.30 – 3.30pm at Plungington Community 
Centre. Full details on the attached flyer. 
To make a donation to mark our 90th anniversary, click here: 
https://www.justgiving.com/caritas-care  
 
Holocaust Memorial Day 
This year’s event takes place this Friday, January 26 and the Mayor of Preston Cllr 
Yakub Patel has extended an invitation to all individuals and groups to attend a 
service to mark the day at 11am at The Church of St George the Martyr, George’s 
Road, off Lune St, Preston. 
The theme of this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day event is ‘Fragility of Freedom.’  
It’s also worth noting that this week’s Friendship Friday event which takes place each 
week at Disability Equality NW at 103/4 Church St will be themed on Holocaust 
Memorial Day.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
Staying Safe at Home 
Disability Equality North-West have a Staying Safe at Home event coming up on 
Tuesday, 6th February. Everybody is welcome and they will cover everything from 
being clutter free, to scam free. You can find full details on the attached flyer. 
 
Fire Safety Event 
Please find information attached, regarding a Fire Safety and Energy Session, being 
held at Pukar Disability Resource Centre. 
For further information, please ring 01772 822700, or email  enquiries@pukar.org.uk 
 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running. 
 
Thursday, January 25th 
1pm – 2pm: Webinar: Digital Fundraising Trends for 2024 
Location: Online 
Registration: https://charitydigital.org.uk/webinars/webinar-digital-fundraising-trends-
for-2024 
 
2pm – 4pm: Energy advice event 
Location: Preston Muslim Forum, 158 Castleton Road, Preston, PR1 6QH 
Registration: Not needed 
More information can be found on the attached flyer 
  
7pm: Fostering Information Event – Caritas Care 
Rebecca will be there to chat you through fostering and what this entails and answer 
any of your questions. Why not come along and find out more? To book onto this 
event click here, ring 0800 652 6955 or email recruitment@caritascare.org.uk 
 
Friday, January 26 
1pm-3pm: Holocaust Memorial Day Friendship Friday. 
Usual Friday event but themed to Holocaust Memorial Day. Light refreshments 
available. 
Location: Disability Equality NW, 103-4 Church St, Preston PR1 3BS 
Registration: Not required. All welcome but please contact DENW if you have any 
access needs. 
 
Monday, January 29th 
11:30am – 1pm: Fire Safety Event 
Location: Pukar Disability Resource Centre, 3/5 Oakham Court, Preston, PR1 3XP 



 
 
Registration: For further information, please ring 01772 822700, or 
email enquiries@pukar.org.uk 
 


