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Weekly News Update: Wednesday, February 14th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
PCN 
A huge thank you to everybody that attended our networking and training event last 
Thursday. We hope you all enjoyed it and gained some valuable contacts and 
knowledge that you can use going forward. Our next session will be in a couple of 
months. Watch this space for more details. 
 
Preston Youth Forum 
The Forum is in the process of developing a youth strategy for the city and want the 
views of young people to inform this work. 
A group of organisations within the Forum have worked with young people to develop 
a questionnaire with questions that they believe other young people should be 
asked.  If you work with young people, they would appreciate it if you could 
encourage them to complete the questionnaire that can be accessed through the 
attached poster & QR code. This survey ends on February 29th. If you have any 
questions, please contact Marc on m.dunne@preston.gov.uk. 
 
Disability Equality NW 
As you may know, our good friends at Disability Equality NW are moving to new 
premises in the near future and hope to have all current services running from their 
new base soon. 
As you will appreciate, there’s a lot of work involved in packing up at the current 
Church Street premises and organising the move and whilst DENW are doing 
everything they can to minimise any issues, there will be some inevitable disruption to 
services over the next few weeks. 
The group are pleased to advise they are maintaining all support services during this 
period and all contact methods via phone, text, and email will remain available for 
those needing assistance. 
However, some events and activities may be hosted at alternative venues. 
These will be advised as and when, and we will of course pass on details of any 
changes in this news update. 
DENW thank everyone for their patience and understanding as they navigate these 
changes.  
 
Ashton Park Pavilion 
You may be aware that Preston City Council are planning a major upgrade of facilities 
at Ashton Park including the development of a state of the art 3G sports facility with 
pavilion and new grass sports pitches. 
Facility & Sports Club Development Services Ltd who are supporting the Council in 
acquiring funding from the Football Foundation are looking for any groups in the 



 
 
VCFSE sector who would be keen to use the new pitches or pavilion as this is key to 
securing the funding. 
If you are interested, all you need to do is drop Tony Kirkup a line on 
tonyfscds@gmail.com with brief details of your plans.  
Any help would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 

 
 
TRAINING 
Volunteer Training 
Preston Volunteers have an array of training sessions coming up in the next few 
weeks. These sessions are all free and are open to any organisation that involves 
volunteers. More details can be found on the attached flyer. Anyone interested should 
contact Denise on denise.hayhurst@communitycvs.org.uk 
 
Free Health & Wellbeing Courses 
Lancashire Adult Learning have availability throughout late February, March and 
April to run their free health and wellbeing courses for community groups, clients, 
staff teams etc. 
Courses are all taught by their fully qualified tutors who can come to your venue to 
teach and are all free of charge.  They can also teach the courses online if 
preferred. Anyone aged 19+ and living in Lancashire is eligible to attend. They can 
also assist with paying up to £15 per hour venue hire. You can find the full list of 
courses by clicking here. For anyone interested, please contact Danielle on 
Danielle.Thorpe@NelsonGroup.ac.uk. 
 
Trauma Informed Care Webinars 
The Lancashire BME network have commissioned two webinars on the above issue 
which are being hosted by Homeless Link. 
These webinars are for charities supported by Lloyds Bank Foundation for England 
and Wales who would like to learn more about trauma informed care and strengths-
based approaches.  
Details on attached flyer. 
 

 
 
EVENTS 
Domestic Abuse Play 
Our latest member group ‘Certain Curtain Theatre Company’ are putting on a free 
performance of their latest play ‘Lady in Red’ at The New Continental in Preston on 
March 13th. You can find a poster of the play here. Domestic abuse is often hidden 
and this original play which explores one woman’s attempts to leave an abusive 



 
 
relationship seeks to raise awareness of the issues as well a local support services. The 
play is also supported by an after-show discussion/Q&A session. Tickets are free but 
do need to be booked in advance here. 
 
Homelessness Crisis  
We have been contacted by Preston MP Mark Hendrick who advises that he is hosting 
a major conference on the above at The Salvation Army Centre in Preston.  
Entitled ‘The Housing and Homelessness Crisis in Preston - Future Solutions for the 
Next Government Sector Conference,’ it will take place on March 15th from 10am-
12.40pm. 
Keynote speaker is Mike Amesbury MP, Shadow Minister for Housing Standards and 
Homelessness, who will speak about the current national crisis and Labour’s plan to 
tackle the problems in the future.  
There will be a range of local and national guest speakers, who will cover topics such 
as support for tenants in social housing, the cycle of poor housing or homelessness 
and its impact on mental health and tenant/asylum seeker rights. 
Representatives of any groups dealing with the homelessness issue are encouraged to 
attend but must register their attendance individually by 5pm on March 12 to gain 
entry to the conference.  
Click this link to register. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring non-perishable food and toiletry items on the day to 
donate to the Salvation Army. 
 
Advice Drop-Ins at Ribbleton Family Hub 
If you or your group are looking for advice on anything from food banks, housing and 
debt to home fire safety and employment, a series of drop in events with a range of 
organisations in attendance are taking place at Ribbleton Family Hub. 
The first one is on Tuesday, February 27th with more to follow. Details on attached 
flyer. 
 
Self-Harm/Suicide and the Internet  
Do you feel confident supporting someone who may be using the internet in relation 
to their self-harm or suicidal feelings? 
There are two free training webinars coming up next month hosted jointly by The 
Samaritans and The University of Leicester. Details on attached flyer. 
 
MPACE Annual Health Event 
We advised details of the above in last week’s news update and we have now been 
asked by the organisers to request anyone wanting to book a table to do so as quickly 
as possible using the attached form so they can arrange the set up on the day. 
 
 
 
 


