
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, June 12th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
Save The Date! 
We have now set a date for out next PCN networking event, which will be held on 
Thursday, July 11th from 10am to 12.30pm. 
The last event was themed on mental health and as this proved so popular, we are 
looking at a similar theme this time in the hope that we can cover a few aspects we 
didn’t get chance to deal with last time. 
We’ll have a speaker and a training exercise but most importantly, there will be plenty 
time for free, relaxed networking which our feedback tells us is something you find 
really important and useful. 
More details and venue confirmation to follow very shortly. 
 
Preston Volunteers’ Week 
The above involved a series of events organised by Preston Volunteers and proved a 
tremendous success in bringing together volunteers and groups to celebrate this 
vibrant and vital part of the VCFSE sector. 
Preston Volunteers have kindly put together two videos, the first of which, 
‘Volunteering in Preston' celebrates and highlights the incredible contribution to 
Preston that small volunteer-led groups make and features all those who attended the 
event in the Council Chamber last week at which the Mayor presented certificates to 
thank volunteer teams and Cllr Nweeda Khan gave a thank you address on behalf of 
Preston City Council. 
The second video, 'Volunteers Week 2024,' showcases the week-long celebration of 
volunteering Preston Volunteers organised. 
You can access the videos via this link https://we.tl/t-cVd7uxZNBO 
This link is available for only a short time so if it has expired when you click, please 
let us know and we’ll obtain an updated link for you. 
 
The Safe Trader Scheme 
This scheme is operated by Lancashire County Council Trading Standards Service and 
provides consumers with a list of local businesses who’ve committed to trade fairly 
and honestly. 
The Scheme covers all aspects of home improvement and repair work, including 
trades that assist elderly and vulnerable people maintain their independence such as 
cleaners, dog walkers, mobility suppliers and shoppers. 
Checks are carried out on the business prior to inclusion and the main aim of the 
scheme is to give residents access to fair and honest traders and help protect them 
against Rogue Traders. 
You can access the scheme by visiting www.safetrader.org.uk or by calling 0303 333 
1111 and you can also use this link to apply to become a member of the scheme.  



 
 
 
Recycling Lives 
The above group have recently circulated their impact report for the past year, please 
find it attached here. 
 

 
 
TRAINING 
Communications and Technology Training  
Our good friend Rachel Wheble of the LOCAL project has been working on 
organising a free clinic and a networking event for any groups or individuals working 
or volunteering in the VCFSE sector who would find training in comms, technology 
and digital marketing useful. 
These have now been finalised and details and booking links for this fantastic 
opportunity are below. 
Training Clinic 
Dates: Wednesday, June 26th and Wednesday, July 3rd. 10am–3pm, bookable 1-hour 
slots available. 
Location: OneCoWork, Winckley Square 
Booking link: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/DOHP 
 
Networking event for anyone working or volunteering in comms/tech/digital 
marketing 
Date: Thursday, July 4th. 3pm-6pm. 
Location: OneCoWork, Winckley Square 
Booking link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/goose-gab-networking-marketing-event-
preston-tickets-914549170187?aff=PrestonCommunitiesNetwork 
 

Essential Volunteer Training 
Preston Volunteers are offering FREE essential volunteer training to VCFSE groups 
in the city this month. 
The sessions take place on Tuesday, June 18th and Tuesday, June 25th from 2.30pm. 
For more details, email prestonvolunteers@communitycvs.org.uk 
Link to Flyer.  
 
Lancashire Women 
Our member group Lancashire Women have arranged a very useful looking course 
called ‘Steps to Confidence’ at their newly opened Preston centre which begins next 
Tuesday, June 18th. 
Details via attached flyer. 
There are still a few places still available and to secure one, please complete this 
Online Referral Form  
The group are also hosting an Open Event to officially launch the new centre on 
Tuesday, June 25th from 2pm-5pm. Register your interest via this link 



 
 
 
 

 
 
FUNDING 
Grant Opportunity - Groups working with people with Memory Loss, 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia 
Inclusive North, which was previously Lancashire BME Network, is working in 
collaboration with Regenerage, previously Age Concern Central, Lancashire, to 
provide funding to groups working with people with Memory Loss, Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia. 
Grants of up to £1,000 are available for organisations which supports those 
experiencing memory loss. 
To apply, email grants@inclusivenorth.org.uk and for further information, visit 
Memory Awareness Fund Grants - Lancashire BME Network 
But please hurry as closing date is midnight this Sunday, June 16th.    
 
 
Global Fund for Children 
A reminder that the current round of funding for the above is now open. 
Follow this link for more details https://globalfundforchildren.org/the-phoenix-way/ 
 

 

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBER GROUP 
A Good Thing CIC 
A Good Thing matches wonderful UK charities with businesses that have things to 
donate: helping charities while providing businesses with an ethical means of 
disposing of unwanted goods. 
  
All sorts of weird and wonderful items have been saved from landfill, from theatre 
props, T shirts and stationery to aluminium cans, laptops and candles. 
  
Greetings cards have gone to a project for women in prison. Gorgeous organic 
blankets have gone to vulnerable new mums. Furniture and paint have gone to a 
community space. Babygros have gone to families of people affected by substance 
misuse. Bamboo poles have gone to a beautiful community garden. 
  
It takes just 30 seconds to create a free account at www.agoodthing.org.uk/signup. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
EVENTS 
Refugee Week 
Please find on attached flyers (flyer 1) (flyer 2) details of two fantastic events in 
Preston to mark the above.   
Our member group Preston City of Sanctuary welcome everyone to what is a very 
important event for the group on Saturday, June 22nd. 
And if you want to register for the Harmony in Diversity event, please do so via 
Harmony in Diversity: Celebrating Refugee Contributions - Our Home, Our Unity 
(office.com)  
 
Beadmaking and a Brew  
To celebrate Carers Week, our friends at Pukar Disability Centre are hosting the above 
event and all are welcome. Please see flyer for full details.  


