
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, June 19th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
PCN Networking Event 
Yesterday, you should have all received an invitation to our next PCN networking 
event, which will be held on Thursday, July 11th from 10am to 12.30pm at St 
Cuthbert’s Church Centre, Lytham Road, Preston PR2 3AR. 
The last event was themed on mental health and as this proved so popular, we are 
looking at a similar theme this time in the hope that we can cover a few aspects we 
didn’t get chance to deal with last time. 
We’ll have a speaker and a training exercise but most importantly, there will be plenty 
time for free, relaxed networking which our feedback tells us is something you find 
really important and useful. 
If you wish to join us on this morning, please click this link to register your 
attendance. 
 
Our Quarterly Newsletter 
As many of you will know, we started our quarterly newsletter way back in 2021 
when we revived PCN from dormancy. 
This was in direct response to our survey of members’ requirements from us which 
indicated a quarterly update was the most popular format rather than a weekly or 
monthly update. 
However, we quickly realised that many news items were coming in regarding events 
and information which would be out of date by the time the next newsletter was 
published. 
We therefore brought in a weekly news update which as you know has proved a 
tremendous success and has gone from strength to strength. 
This clearly replaced many of the functions of the quarterly update but we decided to 
keep the latter going and use it as a way of distributing longer features, a full update 
on PCN events and spotlights on specific PCN members. 
However, as the news update now includes much of this information anyway and our 
plan to step up the frequency of our networking events will give us plenty of 
opportunity to update you on our progress and development, we have decided to wind 
up the quarterly newsletter for the moment. 
We are still considering the situation and may revive the quarterly publication in a 
slightly different form in the future and will of course keep you updated on this. 
 
Play Areas in Brookfield 
Councillors and community leaders in Brookfield have launched an initiative to find 
out what people in the area or who frequent the area want from the playing areas there 
and what such facilities should provide for users. 
Please see attached flyer for details of how to get involved. 



 
 
Stopping Smoking and Vaping 
As some of you may know, an extensive survey of youth needs recently led by our 
colleagues at Preston City Council’s Community Engagement team found strikingly 
that the problem of smoking and vaping was top of the list of issues faced by young 
people in Preston. 
A new initiative led by our friends at the We Are With You group offers support for 
young people on this issue, and they are willing to go out to schools or any group 
working with young people to offer advice and a presentation on how they can help. 
See flyer for details. 
 
Vote for Preston Masonic Hall 
The National Trust led Heritage Open Days is England's biggest Festival of history 
and culture. This year is extra special because it is the 30th Anniversary of the first 
Heritage Open Days Festival. 
To celebrate those 30 years, the festival organisers are creating a Showcase 
Anniversary Gallery of 30 HOD events and venues covering a wide variety of current 
and past participants.  
Preston Masonic Hall has been shortlisted for one of those 30 showcase places, but the 
final decision is down to a Public Vote. The Masonic Hall is the ONLY location or 
event shortlisted from Preston, so we need the people of Preston to help to put the 
City on the map and make Preston Proud.  
The Hall was selected by the organisers not only for the history of the building and the 
fascinating artefacts inside. It was also chosen for the way it has evolved into a 
Community Asset. At each open day, local Preston Artists and Photographers are 
given free space in the Ballroom to create a free art exhibition.  The Mayor always 
attends. The same Ballroom is available to the community for weddings and parties. 
Importantly,  many local societies,  volunteer groups and charities make use of the 
many meeting facilities. 
To vote for PMH click on this link and scroll down to the NORTH WEST and The 
Masonic Hall. Voting closes on the 30th June. 
https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/resource/anniversary-gallery-vote-now.html 
 
 

 
 
TRAINING 
Communications and Technology Training  
As we mentioned last week, our good friend Rachel Wheble of the LOCAL project 
has organised a free clinic and a networking event for any groups or individuals 
working or volunteering in the VCFSE sector who would find training in comms, 
technology and digital marketing useful. 
There’s still time to book and links for this fantastic opportunity are below. 
Training Clinic 



 
 
Dates: Wednesday, June 26th and Wednesday, July 3rd. 10am–3pm, bookable 1 hour 
slots available. 
Location: OneCoWork, Winckley Square 
Booking link: https://www.trybooking.com/uk/DOHP 
 
Networking event for anyone working or volunteering in comms/tech/digital 
marketing 
Date: Thursday, July 4. 3pm-6pm. 
Location: OneCoWork, Winckley Square 
Booking link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/goose-gab-networking-marketing-event-
preston-tickets-914549170187?aff=PrestonCommunitiesNetwork 
 
Starting a Community or Co-operative Enterprise  
Preston Co-op Development Network are launching a five week training and support 
programme to help people start a community or co-operative enterprise and anyone 
interested is welcome to attend. 
The programme will take place at Cotton Court off Church Street, Preston, PR1 3BY 
and the first session is from 6pm-7.30pm on Tuesday, June 25th with subsequent 
sessions each Tuesday for the following four weeks. 
For more information and to register, follow this link. 
 
 
 
 
Deaf Awareness and BSL Sessions 
The above have been offered by Lancashire Adult Learning during June and July and 
have proved so popular extra dates have been added. 
Please see flyer for more details. 
 

 
 
VACANCIES 
Comic Artist/Illustrator To Illustrate The Global History Of Tea Exhibition 
Organisers of the Harris Your Place project are exploring The Global History of Tea 
through a display on the second floor of The Harris when it reopens in Spring 2025.  
They are looking to work with an emerging or established comic artist/ illustrator to 
create a comic book that will enhance the display, improving the visitor experience 
and highlight specific stories in an interesting, inclusive and accessible way.  
Ideally the artist will be based in Preston and will receive a payment of £2,500 paid in 
two instalments for the work. 
Deadline for applications is Sunday, July 14th and you can apply here: 
https://www.theharris.org.uk/support-us/jobs-at-the-harris/ 
 
Lay worker 



 
 
Our friends at The Preston Ribble Methodist Circuit are looking for a lay worker to 
work as part of a ministry team to support and encourage West Preston Methodist 
Church with their community engagement. You can find more information on the 
attached document. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
EVENTS 
Sandbag Café 
A new weekly drop-in advice and meet up service called Sandbag Café for members 
of our ex-servicemen’s community is to be launched next week at St George’s Church 
off Lune Street. 
Details on attached flyer. 
 
Sow and Grow 
This Saturday sees a ‘Sow and Grow’ event at Ashton Walled Garden, PR2 1HL from 
11am-2pm. 
Hosted by our great friends at Let’s Grow and Lancashire Adult Learning, this free 
event gives everyone the chance to learn about sowing and growing and Lancashire 
Adult Learning’s horticultural courses. 
All ages and levels of expertise are welcome. 
 
Deafway Hard of Hearing Support Group 
Please find attached a leaflet for an upcoming support group being organised by our 
friends over at Deafway. 

 
 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running. 
 
Thursday, June 20 
1.30pm-4.30pm: Special performance of ‘Lady in Red’ by The Certain Curtain 
Theatre Company to celebrate the 30th birthday of Preston Domestic Violence 
Services. 
Location: St Cuthbert’s Church, Lytham Rd, Fulwood PR2 3AR.  
More details via attached flyer. 
 



 
 
Thursday, June 20 
Women’s Health Hub Event 
Location: Barton Manor Hotel. Further details to follow in due course. 
 
Saturday, June 22 
11am-2pm: ‘Sow and Grow’ event. Hosted by our great friends at Let’s Grow and 
Lancashire Adult Learning, this free event gives everyone the chance to learn about 
sowing and growing and Lancashire Adult Learning’s horticultural courses. 
Location: Ashton Walled Garden, PR2 1HL. 
All ages and levels of expertise are welcome. 
 
Saturday, June 22 
8pm: Moonlight and Memories Sponsored Walk. 
Celebrate and remember your loved ones and raise money for St Catherine’s Hospice. 
Location: St Catherine’s Hospice.  
Registration: All welcome. 
£10 for children and £15 for adults which includes your t-shirt, and a medal and 
breakfast sandwich from The Mill café after event. Sign up via this 
link: https://bit.ly/3lVX4Za  
 
Sunday, June 23 
Noon-8pm: Windrush Festival 76. 
A celebration of culture in the heart of Preston. The Windrush Festival, hosted by the 
Windrush Initiatives, has been taking place in Preston for the past 10 years. The event 
both acknowledges and celebrates the contribution of people from the Caribbean who 
came to England to help rebuild Britain after World War Two.. 
Location: Avenham Park. 
All welcome. 
 


