
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, July 10th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
PCN Networking Event – TOMORROW 
Tomorrow is the big day for our next networking event. If you haven’t already heard, 
due to unforeseen circumstances we had to change the venue last week. The new 
venue is the annex in The Hindu Society and Community Centre, South Meadow Lane 
Gujarat, Preston, PR1 8JN. The event will run from 10am -1pm and will feature some 
very interesting speakers, a short training workshop and light refreshments. 
If you haven’t already registered your attendance and wish to come, you can do so via 
this link. 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner Summer Survey 
Clive Grunshaw, Lancashire Police and Crime Commissioner has launched his Police 
and Crime Plan Public Consultation. 
This survey is an opportunity for everyone who lives, works and travels in Lancashire 
to share feedback on crime and policing as well as the proposed priorities in the PCC's 
draft Police and Crime Plan 2024- 2029. 
 
School Uniform Support 2024 
Community Gateway are working with The Ascension Church and The Hub at St 
Bernards to provide school uniform support in 2024. Book on to one of the sessions 
listed on the attached flyer for access to new and nearly new school uniform items. 
They are also reaching out for donations of clean, good-quality uniform items to aid 
this support. Please drop any donations to the venues before August 7th. 
 
Preston Masonic Group – Heritage Open Day 
PCN members Preston Masonic Group were delighted to learn that their base Preston 
Masonic Hall has been selected, following a public vote, to be just one of 30 locations 
nationally to be part of the National Trust led Heritage Open Days 30th Anniversary 
Gallery.  
The Hall is a fantastic building with a great history and lots of fascinating features and 
will be open for this year’s Festival on Saturday, September 7th. 
The facility is available to the public for weddings, parties and other events and the 
group welcome bookings from community and charitable groups.  
 
Orange Button Scheme 
The Positive Action in the Community group have asked for help with their aim of 
evaluating the Orange Button suicide prevention scheme. 
The group have compiled a brief survey and hope a good response will help them to 
build a more efficient system whilst combating rising suicide rates. 



 
 
You don’t need to have a healthcare related job or prior knowledge of suicide 
prevention to complete the survey, just 5-10 minutes of your time.  
To access it, click this link  
 
Preston Health and Wellbeing Partnership 
This Monday, July 8 was the latest meeting of the above partnership and Tony 
Dawber attended on behalf of Preston Community Network. It was a very useful 
meeting with progress reported by various parties on a range of issues. 
We were pleased to be advised that we have been cleared to pass on the full agenda 
pack provided to HWP meeting attendees to our members and we therefore attach 
same. There’s a lot of information contained in it and if you have any queries, please 
let us know and we will endeavor to fund out more for you.    
At the meeting itself, it was heartening to hear Preston is at the forefront of the Work 
Well scheme rollout and there were updates on areas such as homelessness, suicide 
and self-harm and rough sleeping. More details on these will follow in our update of 
meetings attended by PCN which will be issued shortly. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TRAINING 
Asylum Seeker & Refugee Awareness Training 
The Community CVS group have organised a free, fully funded Asylum Seeker 
Awareness Training session aimed at raising awareness of the challenges and barriers 
asylum seekers face within health and social care settings. 
The three hour session aims to offer key insights and strategies to improve 
accessibility and support within the sector. 
It takes place at Blackburn CVS but is open to groups in the Preston area. You can 
book via this link 
Community CVS are also open to bringing the course out to deliver directly to 
individual organisations if enough interest is show. 
To book or inquire re further courses, email hussain.mulla@communitycvs.org.uk 
 

 
 
FUNDING 
Summer Community Fund 
Clive Grunshaw, Police and Crime Commissioner for Lancashire has launched his 
Summer Community Fund. The Commissioner welcomes applications from 
Community Safety Partnerships, local community groups, organisations, charities and 
Parish and Town Councils for projects that have a specific focus on preventing young 



 
 
people from engaging in crime and anti-social behaviour during the summer holiday 
period. 
Further information in relation to criteria and how to apply can be found on the 
Commissioner's website here 
The deadline for applications is 8:30am on Monday 15th July. 
 
Sport England Movement Fund 
The above fund is operated by Sport England and can provide funding of up to £15K 
per year for VCFSE organisations. 
The fund is targeted at a range of organisations from small grassroots clubs to larger 
groups who run projects which align with Sport England’s objectives to invest in sport 
and physical activity and make it a normal part of life for everyone.  
The funding requires no match and can be used as leverage match for other bids.  
Active Lancashire’s Ronan McMahon, who is contactable on 
rmcmahon@activelancashire.org.uk can assist with applications. Ronan is very 
approachable and very helpful so please contact him if you are interested. 
You can find more details of the Movement Fund at 
https://www.sportengland.org/blogs/introducing-movement-fund 
Thanks to Adrian Leather of Active Lancashire for alerting us to this opportunity. 
 

 
 
JOB VACANCIES 
Administrator Finance Officer 
The Preston Ribble Methodist Circuit are searching for a finance officer to join their 
team. Have a look at the advert attached for more information. 
As always, if you have any job vacancies for the Preston area, let us know and we can 
put them on our website. 
 
 

 
 
EVENTS 
Cheese & Wine Fundraising Event 
Our friends at Let’s Grow Preston are hosting an exciting fundraising event on July 
19th. Join them for an unforgettable night in a beautiful garden setting to support their 
local Mayor’s chosen charities, which included Let’s Grow Preston. Please see the 
attached poster for more information. Tickets can be purchased here. 
 
The Foxton Centre – Summer Programme  
The Foxton Centre may be operating from temporary premises as the exciting new 
development of the new permanent home continues apace, but that doesn’t mean 
there’s been any letting up in the group’s activities and a busy summer programme has 
now been announced. 



 
 
Details of regular weekly events can be found on the attached flyer, but there are also 
a series of trips, one-off events and special occasions to look out for. 
 
The MET is back 
The Mobile Event Tent proved such a huge success last summer and the MET is now 
back for another busy season of events. 
You can follow this link for more information. 
One event which might be of particular interest is ‘Safety in the Summer’ on Tuesday, 
July 23rd which is organised by the Safety First team at Disability Equality NW. 
Details via attached flyer. 

 
 

 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running 
 
Thursday, July 11 
10am-1pm: PCN Networking Event 
Location: The Hindu Society and Community Centre, South Meadow Lane Gujarat, 
Preston, PR1 8JN 
Registration: Link 
 
Thursday, July 11 
7pm: Fostering Information Event.  
Hosted by Caritas Care. Want to know more about fostering? Join Rebecca to find out 
and have your questions answered. 
Location: Online only. 
Registration: To book, To book, click here, ring 0800 652 6955 or 
email recruitment@caritascare.org.uk   
 
Tuesday, July 16 
10.30am-4pm: The Big Afternoon Tea. (for those 55+). 
 Food, music, raffle, bingo. 
Location: The MET Tent, Tesco car park, Blackpool Road, Preston  PR1 6US 
Registration: Not needed but contact melanie@disability-equality.org.uk 
 or Cllr.p.varty@preston.gov.uk or call 07368 876740 if you have any access or other 
needs. 
 


