
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, July 17th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
PCN Networking Event 
A huge thank you to everyone who attended our networking event last week. I was the 
highest attended event we have put on so far, and it was incredible to see so many of 
you connecting and networking. 
Our next event will be around mid-September(Date/venue TBC), and we would love 
for even more of you to join us then. 
 
Preston Guide Directory 
Jam Publications and Blog Preston CIC are teaming up to offer local businesses an 
opportunity to be part of a new Preston Guide online directory – hosted on the Blog 
Preston site. Find more information regarding this here. 
They’ve had good uptake and charities/community organisations can get themselves 
listed at low-cost. It’s also worth including that Maria who runs the PR Pointer and 
Penwortham Pointer magazines offers free listings to charities/community groups 
about their events.  
You can also always send through potential Blog Preston news items to 
contactus@blogpreston.co.uk for consideration. 
 
Health Infrastructure 
This is obviously a huge topic and an area which impacts on so many of our groups. 
We have now been contacted by the VCFSE Alliance who have provided an 
infographic for how VCFSE organisations can access the health research 
infrastructure. 
Please click this link to access. 
There is now also a survey taking place around training need within our sector. 
You can access via this link and all responses will be gratefully received. 
 
 

 
 
TRAINING 
PAC Training sessions 
Many of you who attended our networking session last week will be aware of the 
group PAC – Positive Action in the Community, who provide a whole host of mental 
health training. You can find more details of their training sessions on their website 
here, as well as their latest training project poster attached. 
 
 
 



 
 
Cranfield Trust Webinar Library 
The Cranfield Trust run regular webinars for charities around Leadership, Strategic 
Direction, Performance Impact, Financial Management, and People Management. All 
these webinars are conveniently stored for free and are able to be watched at any 
point. Have a look here: https://www.gotostage.com/channel/cranfieldtrusttraining 
(Note: you do have to register with GoToStage to watch them, but this is free) 
 
Asylum Seeker Awareness Training 
We have been contacted by Community CVS who are offering free delivery of the 
above course. 
The purpose is to raise awareness of the challenges and barriers asylum seekers face 
within health and social care settings. The session aims to offer key insights and 
strategies to improve accessibility and support within the sector. 
The course is three hours long and a session is running in Blackburn on July 26 which 
is open to groups from Preston. 
Please email leah.harrison@communitycvs.org.uk for details and to register. 
The group can also come out to your group in Preston to deliver the training free as 
long as there are at least 10 participants. 
Contact the same email address if your group is interested. 
Community CVS run a number of other training courses including an Aspiring 
Leaders course and you can find out more details at www.communitycvs.org.uk. 
 

 
 
FUNDING 
GetGrants Funding Finder 
Another free resource for finding new grant funds. GetGrants have a handy funding 
finder which is sorted into categories for convenience. Take a look here: 
https://www.getgrants.org.uk/funding-finder/ 
 
Masonic Charitable Foundation 
Below is the link to the information on the Masonic Charitable Foundation, which is 
dedicated to supporting disadvantaged young people as well as vulnerable older 
people. 
The Foundation are welcoming applications at present, particularly for the Early Years 
programme. 
https://mcf.org.uk/get-support/grants-to-charities/our-priorities/ 
 
 

 
 
SURVEYS 
The Phoenix Way Lancashire Network Research Survey 



 
 
The purpose of the above survey is to identify barriers and challenges faced by Black 
and racially minoritised community organisations. 
It will be key to The Phoenix Way’s aim to transform relationships between funders 
and Black and racially minoritised organisations. 
If you can spare a few minutes, you can complete the short survey via this link 
 
 

 
 
EVENTS 
Zentangle Doodles Group 
Zentangle Doodles Group is still running at Bamber Bridge Methodist Church (next to 
Cuerden Church school). The group meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
10.30am-12pm in the upstairs space which is accessible via lift and has a disabled 
toilet on the same floor for those who may need it.  
All adults welcome. No need to book – Just turn up. Paper and pens will be provided 
for use during the session however you are welcome to bring your own if you would 
prefer. This group is suitable for everyone - whether you be a beginner, expert or 
something in between. 
 
South Asian Heritage Month 
The above promises to be a memorable event and opens tomorrow, Thursday, July 18, 
with the exhibition opening of the ‘Free to be Me’ Anarkali dress which will be on 
display at Fishergate Shopping Centre. 
The exhibition is open from 2-4pm and everyone will have the chance to see the 
inspiring and beautiful ‘Free to be Me’ dress that has been embroidered, embellished 
and painted by 25 women from our member organisation Sahara in Preston’s Coffee 
Afternoon Group supported by Harris staff and volunteers.  
The exhibition is free to enter and all are welcome. 
You can find full details of the South Asian Heritage Month exhibition by clicking 
this link. 
 
DENW Fundraiser 
A heads up re the above which takes place next Thursday, July 25 at The Wilbraham 
Club, 64 Geoffrey St, Preston PR1 5N.J 
Doors open 6pm and lots going on such as bingo, raffle, hot dogs and colouring 
competition. See attached flyer for more details. 
 

 
 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 



 
 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running. 
 
Thursday, July 18 
2pm-4pm: ‘Free to be Me’ Anarkali dress which will be on display at Fishergate 
Shopping Centre. 
The exhibition is open from 2-4pm and everyone will have the chance to see the 
inspiring and beautiful ‘Free to be Me’ dress that has been embroidered, embellished 
and painted by 25 women from our member organisation Sahara in Preston’s Coffee 
Afternoon Group supported by Harris staff and volunteers.  
The exhibition is free to enter and all are welcome. 
You can find full details of the South Asian Heritage Month exhibition by clicking 
this link. 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, July 21 
9am-Noon: Family Fun Day and health stalls. 1pm-5pm: Women only advice and 
info. 
Location: West View Leisure Centre, PR1 5EP  
Registration: Book spots via https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/womens-health-and-
wellbeing-event-preston-tickets-922462769977 
 
Tuesday, July 23 
11am-3pm: Safety in the Summer. Hosted by denw@themet. A fun, interactive event 
featuring advice,  music, crafts, refreshments  
Location: Opposite Tesco car park, Blackpool Road, Ribbleton PR1 6US 
Registration: Booking essential. To do so, contact sandra@disability-equality.org.uk 
or call 01772 558863. 
 


