
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, July 31st, 2024 
 
NEWS 
High Sheriff helps ICANN Celebrate 25th Anniversary 
It weas a proud day for staff, volunteers and clients of Independent Community 
Advocacy Network North (ICANN) this week when they welcomed the High Sheriff 
of Lancashire Helen Bingley to their 25th Anniversary celebration.  
As ICANN marked a quarter of a century of dedicated advocacy services for the 
community, the High Sherriff gave an insight into her background, role and the aims 
of her tenure.   
Testimonials and a Q and A session followed, and it was wonderful to hear how 
ICANN have helped the community and how appreciate users were before 
celebrations were topped off with Mrs Bingley cutting the cake. 
ICANN currently offer a range of free and paid for services which include benefits 
assessment support, an appeals and form filling service for PIP,  WCA, Child DLA, 
parent advocacy, non-instructed advocacy and private commissions.  
For further help and support, contact ICANN: 017720746061 or email: admin@i-
cann.org.uk   
You can also donate here to help continue this valuable service. 
 
Pathway Fund Grant Panel 
Inclusive North is recruiting for the Pathway Fund Grant Panel, which makes 
decisions on grants racially minoritised-led third sector organisations. 
Full details on attached document. 
 
Changemaker 
The Positive Action in the Community group have launched a scheme inviting young 
people to sign up as Changemaker Volunteers. 
Please see flyer for further details. 
 
 

 
 
TRAINING 
Preston Vocational Centre – Young People Pathway to Progress Programme (8 
Spaces Available)  
The 'Pathway to Progress' project is a comprehensive introduction to the construction 
industry, designed in partnership with Preston Vocational Centre and Keepmoat 
Homes. The primary objective of the project is to raise awareness among young 
people about the diverse roles within the construction industry and the progression 
routes available. The program will run from August 12th to August 30th, 2024. 
  



 
 
The programme includes: 

 Taster sessions in plastering, brickwork, carpentry, joinery, and painting. 
 Fun and interactive construction-related employability sessions. 
 Guest speakers from the construction industry. 
 A visit to a live construction site, providing firsthand experience and the 

opportunity to meet and interact with professionals in the field. 
 

The primary objective of the project is to raise awareness among young people about 
the diverse roles within the construction industry and the progression routes available.  
Given the urgency and the limited spots available, if interested please contact 
Eseri.Olanrewaju@prestonvocationalcentre.co.uk ASAP. 
 
Free Mental Health Training 
PHX Training are running a free course on August 12th - Understanding Mental 
Health First Aid and Mental Health Advocacy in the Workplace. 
For anyone interested, please call 01772440969 to book, as places are limited. 
 
Safeguarding Lead Training 
There’s a Safeguarding Lead raining course coming up, and though it’s over in Leeds 
and comes at a cost, it’s highly recommended in the industry so we thought it worth a 
mention. 
The course begins at 9am on Tuesday, September 10 and ends the following day at 
5pm, and it is tailored for those working with 8-24-year-olds. 
The cost is £240 and it is an accredited course. More information via this link. 
 
Free Managing and Valuing Volunteers training with Preston Volunteers 
Do you have responsibilities for recruiting and managing volunteers? 
Preston Volunteers are pleased to announce the next round of their popular ‘Managing 
and Valuing Volunteers’ training which begins on September 9th and continues on 
October 14th and November 11th. 
The sessions, conducted by experienced trainer Denise Hayhurst, will cover how best 
to recruit, train and support volunteers and explain which policies and procedures you 
require. 
Throughout the course you will be working towards gaining a Valuing Volunteers 
Quality Mark.  
For full details and to book, please follow this link to the course registration form. 
For course queries, please contact joseph.cooper@communitycvs.org.uk or call 07947 
934986. 
 
Free Volunteering Essentials Training  
Preston Volunteers are also offering free Volunteering Essentials training over three 
sessions aimed at helping people find out what volunteering is, gain transferable skills, 
build confidence and meet new people. 
The training starts on September 30th and continues on October 7th and 21st. 



 
 
For full details and to book, please follow this link 
For queries, please contact joseph.cooper@communitycvs.org.uk or call 07947 
934986 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FUNDING 
Onward Community Fund 
Just to let you know the second round of the Onward Community Fund is now open 
and local groups can bid for up to £2500 for projects. You can find a poster with more 
information attached along with an application form. Forms need to be completed and 
sent back to socialinvestment@onward.co.uk before August 15th. 
 
The Baily Thomas Charitable Fund 
The above is a registered charity which primarily aids research into learning disability 
and the care and relief of those affected by it by making grants to voluntary 
organisations working in this field. 
The Fund operates two general grant funding streams, a General Grant Programme for 
appeals of £9,000 and above and a Small Grant Programme for appeals below £9,000. 
There is a rolling application deadline for appeals of £9,000 plus with the next 
deadline December 1st, while there’s no deadline for appeals below £9,000. 
The charity also offers research grants for those seeking funding in excess of £5,000, 
with a December 1st deadline for initial plans. 
For more information and to apply, please visit www.bailythomas.org.uk and for more 
information, email info@bailythomas.org.uk   
 
The Veterans’ Places, Pathways & People Programme (VPPP) 
The Armed Forces Community HQ, as the North West Portfolio Lead for the above, is 
now formally inviting organisations to submit an expression of interest to be included 
in the next iteration.  
Follow this link to the EOI form which includes all the information you need on the 
programme, but please hurry as the deadline to submit an expression of interest in this 
round is Friday, August 2nd. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SURVEY 
Living with Disabilities 
The Healthwatch UK organisation are examining what it is like living in Lancashire 
with a disability and the position regarding accessibility to health and social care 
services. 
If you or your group are involved with care for the disabled and would like to assist, 
please see attached flyer with QR code link. 
 
 
 

 
 
EVENTS 
UK Careers Fair 
Please find below, information regarding a careers fair taking place at Deepdale 
Stadium on August 28th. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/preston-careers-fair-tickets-
890861248977?aff=aff0evvnt 
 
The Guild Get Together  
This will take place on the August Bank Holiday weekend and organisers plan a range 
of activities and stalls to raise awareness of mental health and suicide and raise money 
for some great causes. 
Two days of activities are planned including tug of war, bush tucker trials, sports 
tournaments, tombolas, football competitions, photography workshops, jujutsu 
demonstrations, obstacle courses and face painting, with live music in the evening.  
Organisers are now looking for services, creatives or organisations which might be 
interested in hosting a stall and also local business and people who can kindly donate 
raffle prizes, freebies or anything to help raise money. 
If you are interested or you can volunteer on the day, or if you know anyone else who 
might be interested in getting involved, please email 7747@greeneking.com 

Adult Mental Health and Social Care 
A talk on the above has been organised by our member group Embrace Lancashire. 
It will take place at the Pukar Disability Resource Centre tomorrow, Thursday, August 
1 at 1pm. Details on attached flyer. 
 
 
 

 
 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 



 
 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running. 
 
Thursday, August 1 
10am-2pm: Hepatitis Testing for Women 
To raise awareness and support World Hepatitis Day this week, a drop in testing event 
for women has been arranged with The Hep C Trust and NHS Liver Team 
Location:  Lancashire Women venue, Premier House, Church Street, Preston, PR1 
3BQ 
Open to all women. 
 
Thursday, August 8 
6.30pm: Adoption Information Event.  
Hosted by Caritas. There will be an experienced social worker available to talk you 
through the process ad answer any questions and also an adopter to chat about their 
experiences.  
Location: Online only. 
Registration: To book, click here, ring 0800 652 6955 or 
email recruitment@caritascare.org.uk   
 


