
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, July 3rd, 2024 
 
NEWS 
PCN Networking Event – Venue Change 
We have had a fantastic response to news of our next PCN networking event, which 
will be held next week on Thursday, July 11th from 10am to 1pm. 
However, one big point to note is the change of venue. 
Due to circumstances beyond our control, the original venue of St Cuthbert’s Church 
Centre is now unavailable, so we have switched to an alternative venue which is the 
Annex at the Gujarat Society Community Centre, South Meadow Lane, Preston PR1 
8JN. 
All other arrangements such as date, time and format are the same and there is plenty 
of parking in the Centre’s car park behind the main building. However, please ensure 
you park in the yellow marked spaces and not the white ones which are reserved. 
Everyone who has already registered does not need to do so again, but if you haven’t 
and still wish to come, you can do so via the attached link. 
 
Food Bank Appeal 
Our member group The Haven have advised that they are running very low in stock 
for the food bank they operate and have appealed for donations. 
We appreciate that many other groups in the area are also battling to keep their own 
food banks supplied with enough to keep up with demand, but if you can help, details 
are on the attached flyer. 
The group would particularly appreciate supplies of packet rice, pasta and spaghetti, 
biscuits, breakfast bars, mini cereal boxes, teabags and coffee sachets, meal kits, 
sauces, long life milk, tinned potatoes, vegetables and fruit, men’s or women’s 
hygiene products and toothpaste. 

Princes Trust Newsletter 
Please find attached the Prince’s Trust Lancashire Newsletter for July, with details of 
the opportunities they have coming up for young people. 
 
ASB Survey 
Local police ASB officers have kindly shared youth ASB data which shows which 
locations are hotspots for youth ASB in Preston. 
It’s hoped this information will assist groups working in this area to better focus their 
summer engagement in these areas to help reduce the ASB issues and provide young 
people with diversionary activities. 
The survey results are attached. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
TRAINING 
Safe Hands Consultants 
I recently came across a group which offers a variety of different training sessions at 
competitive rates. These include first aid, safeguarding and mental health. Online 
sessions are £50 per person, and they do also offer in person full or half days. Have a 
look at all the courses they have on offer and if you are interested, get in touch with 
enquiries@safehandsconsultants.co.uk. 

 
 
FUNDING 
Preston Volunteering Fund 
Preston City Council have announced a new community grant fund and are calling on 
local community groups to apply to help boost their volunteer offer. 
Grants of up to £10,000 are available until March 2025 to help enable, encourage and 
reward Voluntary, Community, Faith, Sports or Social Enterprise groups to capacity 
build their volunteer projects within the City of Preston. 
Funding applications are invited for training, creating new volunteering opportunities, 
removing barriers to volunteering, volunteer reward & recognition, well-being 
projects, staff support, equipment purchases, and volunteer trips or events. 
 
For information on how to apply, please visit 
https://preston.gov.uk/article/8783/Preston-Volunteering-Fund 
 
Lancashire & South Cumbria NHS Foundation Trust Funding Newsletter 
Please find attached, a funding newsletter from the above group containing various 
different grants available. 
 
Grants for LGBT+ Groups 
Consortium is the largest network of LGBT+ groups and organisations in the UK and 
one of the Top 10 funders of LGBT+ organisations in Western Europe. 
In partnership with The National Lottery Community Fund, they recently launched the 
second round of the successful Equity Fund which focuses on supporting 
intersectional user-led LGBT+ organisations working with targeted under-represented 
and under-resourced communities. 
This funding is ring-fenced specifically for five communities of focus which are: 
 Deaf, Disabled, Neurodivergent LGBT+ People. 
 LGBTQIA+ Women. 
 LGBT+ People of the Global Majority. 
 Older LGBT+ People. 
 Trans and Non-Binary People. 

Organisations can apply for awards from £100 and £25,000 and they are being 
assessed on a rolling basis. More information on how to apply can be found via this 
link. 
 



 
 
Funding Available to Retrofit Buildings 
Community businesses can apply for financial support ranging from £10,000 to 
£150,000 to help stabilise or reduce energy costs. 
The funding, made available through the Power to Change Energy Resilience Fund, 
can be used for various projects, including retrofitting buildings with energy-
generating or saving technologies.  
Up to 40 per cent of the total funding can be provided as a grant, with additional 
energy audit grants available between £500 and £2,500.  
To find out more please contact Sarah Dennis on 07889 881459 or email 
Sarah.Dennis@thekeyfund.co.uk Energy Resilience Fund - Power to Change 
Please note the grant is only available to community businesses in England that own a 
building or have a long-term lease of 12 years or more.  
 
Funding for Environmental Projects 
UK based schools and not for profit organisations can apply for funding to the 
Nineveh Charitable Trust for a broad range of projects and activities that promote a 
better understanding of the environment and countryside.  
Applications can be submitted at any time and you can do so via this link. 
 
Red Rose Responding Fund 
The Community Foundation for Lancashire (CFL) are open to bids for the next round 
of the Lancashire Red Rose Responding Fund. The overall aim of the fund is to 
support local charities, voluntary and community organisations that are helping 
vulnerable people – specifically relating to mental health and grants of up to £3,000 
are available. This fund closes on July 13th. Funding guidelines and how to apply can 
be found here. 

 
 
SURVEYS 
The Phoenix Way Lancashire Network: 2024 Research Survey 
The Phoenix Way aims to transform relationships between funders and Black and 
racially minoritised organisations. 
The purpose of the above short survey is to identify barriers and challenges faced by 
such organisations and develop a pioneering model that can be replicated by others to 
ensure funding gets to those who need it. 
Please click this link to access the survey. 
 
Lancashire Women Centre 
The above groups would be incredibly grateful if our members could complete this 
short consultation survey to allow them to better understand the gaps/needs of women 
in Preston for your perspective.  
https://forms.office.com/e/1MWf9vV63k 
 
 



 
 

 
 
EVENTS 
The MET Returns to Ribbleton 
Please find attached a leaflet on the summer event programme at The MET in 
Ribbleton. The MET (mobile event tent) is a revolutionary arts centre that travels 
directly to your neighbourhood, igniting creativity, fostering connections, and 
empowering communities to embrace arts and culture. Set to return to Ribbleton from 
July 8th to August 4th, offering a diverse range of free activities and events tailored to 
the local community. 
 
 
 
Men’s Hub  
A reminder that there’s a meeting of the Men’s Hub hosted by Red Rose Recovery 
Hub tomorrow evening, Thursday, July 4. The focus is on recovery from gambling 
issues and there’s more details on the attached flyer. 

 
 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running. 
 
Saturday, July 6 
11am: Preston City Mela.  
The fantastic annual celebration of South Asian arts, music, dance, culture and 
heritage.  
Location: Moor Park. 
Registration: All welcome. 
 
Tuesday, July 9 
6.30pm: Adoption Information Event.  
Hosted by Caritas. There will be an experienced social worker available to talk you 
through the process ad answer any questions and also an adopter to chat about their 
experiences.  
Location: Online only. 
Registration: To book, click here, ring 0800 652 6955 or 
email recruitment@caritascare.org.uk   
 
Wednesday, July 10 
11am-2pm: Living Well Preston 



 
 
Location: Preston Masonic Hall. 
Registration: 
Free. https://portal.mis.nelsongroup.ac.uk/Page/U_PublicCourseDetails?uio_id=45517 
 
 
 


