
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, August 14th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
SAVE THE DATE – PCN Networking Event 
Our next networking event is now scheduled for September 12th at St Cuthberts 
Church, Lytham Rd, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 3AR. The session will run from 10am – 
1pm, more info around speakers and registration will be circulated next week. We 
would love to see you all there! 
 
Chairs available 
Newman College have approximately 190 chairs to offer out to VCFSE organisations 
in the area who might need them. 
There’s a picture of one of the chairs attached.  
If you or your group are interested, please email LFleming@cardinalnewman.ac.uk 
for more details and to arrange collection. 
 
The ACORN Group 
We have been contacted by the ACORN group which is a national tenants’ 
organisation and community union. 
Their aim is to bring people together with their neighbours to take on bad landlords 
and win material change for tenants. 
The group are now setting up in Preston and are welcoming inquiries from any groups 
dealing with renting or housing issues. 
The contact is Jamie Rodney who you can call on 07759 002587 or email on 
jamie.rodney@acorntheunion.org.uk 
 
VCSFE Newsletter 
Please find attached a copy of August’s Newsletter from The Lancashire & South 
Cumbria VCFSE Assembly, featuring details of the next meeting and key messages 
from the VCSFE alliance. 

 
 
TRAINING 
Health & Social Care Course 
PHX Training are providing a free course around Health & Social Care. Completion 
of the course is also rewarded with a guaranteed interview with Alcedo Care. 
Enrolment day will be on August 23rd at Marshall House, Preston. Flyer. 
 
Training Programmes for the Unemployed 
The 3D Training group have full funding secured for a range of courses to assist those 
aged 19 or over who are unemployed or earning less than £25,000 PA.   



 
 
All courses, which run one day a week for three to nine weeks, are aimed at people 
with significant barriers to employment, are hard to reach, in recovery or returning to 
work after a period of economic inactivity.  
The group are very keen to link up with organisations in the Preston area who work 
with such people to arrange the training and would welcome the opportunity to talk to 
community centres, charity or volunteer organisations, CICs, or any groups involved 
in mental health, drug and alcohol recovery services. 
More details on the attached flyer.  
 
Training opportunities for Young People 
The Princes trust have released a newsletter featuring courses for people aged between 
16-30. Courses are free and give people the tools to build their confidence, find a job 
or start their own business. You can find it attached here. 
 

 
 
FUNDING 
Community Boost Project 
We’ve been advised of a funding opportunity made available by the locally based 
Energy Smart group. 
The EnergySmart Community Fund provides financial assistance of up to a £1,000 to 
charities and organisations providing support in poverty relief, food banks, mental 
health services and youth programmes. 
Full details via this link. 
 

 
 
JOB VACANCY 
Outreach Officer 
Please find attached a job description for an open outreach officer vacancy at Pukar 
Disability Resource Centre. You can find more job and volunteering opportunities on 
our website. 
 
 

 
 
EVENTS 
Jobs Fair 
Please find information attached, regarding a jobs fair being held at Intact in Preston 
on Tuesday 1st October 2024. 
 
Parent Carer Voice Forum 
A Parent / Carer Voice Forum is being developed by Michelle Orrell from the CFWS 
Community Team with the initial session being the 13th September. Please find a 
poster attached. If possible, please share the info with any appropriate families and 



 
 
wider agencies. Please feel free to get in touch on 
Cfwprestoncommunity@lancshire.gov.uk for more info.  
 
New Weekly Medical Service for Women  
The Foxton Women’s Centre’s medical suite is being utilised for a new weekly health 
clinic aimed at women who may be homeless, street sex working, engaging in other 
forms of survival sex, exploitation or are otherwise disadvantaged. 
The service is taking place between 5 and 7pm every Monday from September 2 with 
GPs from the Park Medical Practice.  
If this is useful to any of your service users, please spread the word.   
See attached flyer for details. 
 

 
 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running. 
 
Monday, August 19 
12.30pm-3.30pm: The Haven fifth birthday celebration. The theme is all round 
wellness and relaxation and there will be a range of activities and a buffet. 
Location: The Haven, Blanche St PR2 2RL. 
Everyone is invited. 


