
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, August 28th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
PCN Networking Event 
Thank you to everyone who has already registered for our next networking event on 
September 12th at St Cuthberts Church, Lytham Rd, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 3AR. The 
session will run from 10am – 1pm, please find a flyer attached, with details of 
registration here. We would love to see you all there! 
 
Children’s Books 
We were pleased to be contacted this week by St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School 
in Fulwood. 
They have a large quantity of children’s books they would like to donate to any local 
charities, volunteer or school group who could utilise them. 
The books are a mixture of fiction and popular children’s stories along with non-
fiction eg reference books, encyclopaedias and learning books (Maths+ English). 
They are in great condition and suitable for children from ages 3 to 12 and are sorted, 
labelled and packed into six medium sized boxes. 
Please could anyone interested contact school secretary Alison Poole on 01772 
719937 to make collection arrangements. 
 
Volunteering Directory  
Preston Volunteers operate an online directory of volunteering that people can browse 
through and sign up to volunteer.  
It can be found at https://volunteer.communitycvs.org.uk/ or by clicking this link  
As previously advised, the group have also established a community drop in at ‘Red 
Rose Recovery’ on Lune Street Preston which operates every Friday from 10am – 
12:30pm. 
Whilst the drop in is there primarily to support those in Recovery anyone can attend 
for an informal supportive 1-1 to help find the right volunteering opportunity. 
 
Work Clubs in Preston 
We have been advised by Sue Little of Preston City Council’s community engagement 
team that the Help in Preston website now includes all the information you or your 
service users might need regarding work clubs available in Preston. 
To access, please click this link. 
 
Lancashire Community Finance  
The above group is a not-for-profit organisation who do lots of work in the area. 
They have now advised of a new offer for longer term unemployed clients who need 
more support to explore their career options. 



 
 
All the sessions are led by a fully qualified and registered career development 
practitioner, and you can find more details on the attached flyer.   
 

 
 
TRAINING 
Free Introduction Workshops 
Get Grants FREE Introduction Workshops have been running since 2022 and have 
become their most popular Community Events. They have an abundance of interesting 
workshops including ‘Introduction to corporate funding’ and ‘Introduction to 
storytelling in fundraising’. You can find details of all workshops here. 
 

 
 
FUNDING 
PCN Funding Newsletter 
Please see attached for the latest edition of our funding newsletter, featuring grants 
available on a rolling basis.  
 
Preston Volunteering Fund 
A gentle reminder that the deadline to submit applications for the first round of the 
Preston Volunteering Fund is fast approaching and submissions need to be emailed in 
by August 31st to joseph.cooper@communitycvs.org.uk 
If you are currently working on a bid and need further guidance, please contact Joseph 
who will be happy to help. 
Details about this and subsequent rounds along with an application form can be found 
here. 
 
 

 
 
EVENTS 
Suicide Prevention Event 
Suicide is a huge issue in the area and our colleagues at the Preston Wellfest Network 
have organised a Suicide Prevention event which will take place in the plaza at 
Preston Bus Station on Saturday, September 7th. 
More details on attached flyer. 
 
Employer Collaboration Event 
Please find information attached, regarding an Employer Collaboration Event, being 
hosted by PCN members PHX Training in Preston, Marshall House, Ringway, Preston 
PR1 2QD on 9th October. 
If you are an employer and would like to get involved, get in touch with PHX 
Training. 
 



 
 
Lancashire Women 
The above group who are PCN members have announced that they will be open five 
days a week from next week. 
In addition, due to the popularity of their Wednesday Coffee Morning, they are 
launching an additional peer support drop in group called Friendly Fridays which 
kicks off on Friday, September 6th. 
The group offer a huge range of services including money and energy advice, 
employment support, a handywoman service, addiction and recovery support along 
with health services such as Hep C testing and a liver fibroscan clinic. 
Here’s a summary of forthcoming groups: 

 Handywoman Course.  
 Steps to Confidence. 
 Coffee & Crafts. 
 Recovering with Confidence. 
 Eyes Wide Open. 
 Friendly Fridays. 

To refer to any services or courses, please complete the online referral form which 
you can find via this link 
You can also find more information by clicking here 
The group have also organised a ‘Walk With Lancashire Women’ fundraising event 
which will take place on Sunday, September 15, starting and ending in Cleveleys. 
More details via the attached flyer. 
 

 
 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running. 
 
Saturday, August 31 
10am: Adoption Information Event. 
Hosted by Caritas. There will be an experienced social worker available to talk you 
through the process ad answer any questions.  
Location: Online only. 
Registration: To book, click here, ring 0800 652 6955 or 
email recruitment@caritascare.org.uk 
 
Monday, September 2 
10.30am-Noon: Adoption Information Event 
Hosted by Beacon Fostering. Discuss fostering opportunities over tea and coffee.  
Location: Costa Coffee, Deepdale Shopping Centre. 



 
 
Registration: Click this link. 
Free. 
 
Saturday, September 7 
10am-4pm: Heritage Open Day. 
Preston Masonic Hall 80 Year Anniversary. Tours and talks. Local arts exhibition. 
Location: Preston Masonic Hall, Saul St.  
Registration: Free and no need to book. 
 
Saturday, September 7 
10am-2pm: Suicide Prevention Event 
Hosted by Preston Wellfest. Stalls and advice from local groups. 
Location: Preston Bus Station Plaza. 
Registration: Free and no need to book. 
 


