
 
 

PRESTON COMMUNITY NETWORK 
 

Weekly News Update: Wednesday, September 25th, 2024 
 
NEWS 
PCN's Next AGM 
Our AGM is currently scheduled for December the 2nd at Vine House, Cromwell Rd, 
Ribbleton, Preston PR2. Of course we would love to invite our member groups. 
 
We would like to ask our members which time they would prefer: 
3pm - 5pm 
or 
5:30pm - 7:30pm 
 
Please let me know which time would be best for you. Once we have the time 
confirmed we will send out formal invitations. 
 

 
 
TRAINING 
AI Training – Expression of Interest 
I (Glenn) have been doing a fair bit of work with AI recently (ChatGPT/Gemini etc.) 
and I am now looking towards delivering a free training session to our member 
groups. This will feature the different platforms available, active prompts and specific 
use cases for charities/community groups. I have not set a date for this but if you are 
interested in a future session, please let me know via this link. 
 
Webinar - Small charities – tackling financial governance challenges 
This free half-day virtual event, chaired by Nikki Loan, Partner at PEM, is designed 
for treasurers and trustees of small charities. Led by experts in charity accounting, 
taxation and law, this seminar will help you strengthen your charity’s resilience, 
financial management and avoid common governance pitfalls. You can register for 
their site and book on here. 
 

 
 
FUNDING 
Hayes Travel Foundation  

Grants are available for registered charities and local causes which help young people 
to achieve their potential within areas where Hays Travel have a branch. Maximum 
amount available is £15,000 and can be applied for via the following link: 
https://info.haystravel.co.uk/foundation 
 
 



 
 
Greater Together Foundation Community Resilience Fund 2024/25 
We’ve been advised of an excellent opportunity provided by the Great Places housing 
group. 
This year’s fund will focus on the theme of ‘Healthy Communities’ and grants of up 
to £10,000 are available to those organisations that can clearly demonstrate and 
evidence how they will support Great Places customers with health and wellbeing 
services. 
We’ve attached full guidance notes along with an application form. 
 
Veolia Environmental Trust  
The Veolia Environmental Trust are accepting applications the fourth round of this 
year’s funding programme.  
The Trust offers Community Grants ranging from £10,000 to £75,000 for not-for-
profit organisations, local authorities and environmental bodies.  
These grants support projects that improve publicly accessible community buildings 
or outdoor spaces.  
The current application window is open until midday on October 3rd and you can click  
here for criteria, application form and more information. 
 
 

 
 
JOB VACANCY 
Freelance Opportunity 
DanceSyndrome are looking for a Freelance ' Leadership & Inclusion Facilitator' for a 
high-profile programme which includes travel across the country.   
All the details and how to apply can be found here - 
https://dancesyndrome.co.uk/leadership-inclusion-facilitator/ 
Closing date is 5pm on Tuesday, 1st October. First stage interviews will be held online 
on Monday, 7th October.  
 

 
 
EVENTS 
Colours Fashion Show 
Long standing member group Caritas Care are holding an exciting fundraising event at 
Plungington Community Centre. This event will feature a Fashion show and pop up 
shop with refreshments and the bar available. Full details can be found on the attached 
poster and you can buy tickets through the QR code. 
 
Bipolar Peer Support Group 
A great support group for anyone going through Bipolar disorder. This group is 
supported by the NHS Community Asset Development Team and runs every fortnight 
on Fridays. See the attached poster for more details. 



 
 
 
Black to the Future 
7pm at Cotton Court, Church Street, Preston, PR1 3BY. 
Free event – all welcome 
Black to the Future is a celebratory event by Preston BlackHistory Group at the 
beginning of Black History Month in October every year. 
The event celebrates and showcases the achievements of people of African origin, 
irrespective of their place of birth. 
  
Preston Youth Forum Meeting 
Preston Youth Forum is going from strength to strength and plays an important part in 
creating partnerships and supporting collaboration among groups working with young 
people in Preston. 
The group is holding its next networking meeting tomorrow evening, Thursday, 
September 26th at 6pm at Sahara in Preston and groups or individuals with an interest 
in this area are welcome to attend. 
A range of issues will be discussed along with updates on current youth projects 
across the city. A copy of the agenda is attached. 
The meeting begins at 6pm but Sahara will be open from 5.30pm for those wanting to 
arrive early for networking and refreshments will be provided.  
Sahara’s address is 48 Fishwick Parade, Preston PR1 4XQ but please use the Rutland 
Street entrance just round the corner to gain admittance. 
 
Preston City Council Careers Fair 
A heads up re the above event which is taking place on Friday, November 15th at 
Preston Town Hall.  
The aim is to support Navigators who have been working on the Preston City Council 
funded Changing Futures Programme with their next steps in employment.   
Organisations will be provided with stalls to showcase their employment opportunities 
and engage directly with the Navigators at the event. 
If your group is interested in attending or would like more information, please contact 
Peter Griffiths at p.griffiths@preston.gov.uk or Jamie Griffiths at 
jamie.griffiths@redroserecovery.org.uk or on 07908 23664. 
 
NHS Healthcare Workshop 
The above event, which takes place on Wednesday, October 9th at Shout Connect 
Preston, offers a chance to have your say on the future health and care in  
your area and the whole of Lancashire and South Cumbria. 
Details on attached flyer. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Weekly Round Up 
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not 
required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of 
the Events section of our website here. 
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still 
running. 
 
Thursday, September 26 
10am: TRAINING – Cyber Crime: how to protect your business 
Location: North & Western Lancashire Chamber of Commerce, 9-11 Eastway 
Business Village, Olivers Place, Fulwood, Preston, Lancashire, PR2 9WT 
Registration: Here. 
 
Thursday, September 26 
10am-2pm: Employment and Careers Fair, aimed at Armed Forces Community. 
Location: Weeton Barracks Community Centre, Henderson Rd, Kirkham PR4 3JQ 
Registration: For more information, please contact Rachel.Day@mod.gov.uk 
 
Friday, September 27 
7:30pm – 9:30pm: Lancashire People’s Theatre: Lancashire Briefs ’24 
Location: Plungington Community Centre, Brook St, Preston PR1 7NB 
Registration: Free, no registration needed 
 
Saturday, September 28 
10am – 4pm: Preston Pride 
More info. 
Location: Flag Market, 4 Cheapside, Preston PR1 2AP 
Registration: Free – Not needed. 
 
Saturday, September 28 
10am: Online Adoption Information Event. 
Hosted by Caritas. 
Why not come along to an event and find out to see if adoption is for you?  We will 
have an experienced social worker available to talk you through the process and 
answer any of your questions.  
To book onto this event click here, ring 0800 652 6955 or 
email recruitment@caritascare.org.uk 
 
Tuesday, October 1 
10am – 2pm: Jobs Fair 
Location: The Intact Centre, 49 Whitby Avenue, Ingol, Preston, PR2 3YP 
Registration: No need to book 


