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Weekly News Update – August 13th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event
Our next Networking Event is scheduled for September 11th at Preston Masonic Hall at 10am. Please find attached an invitation, with speakers to be confirmed next week. You can use the following link to register:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1561972986249?aff=oddtdtcreator

Street Pastors
Preston Street Pastors are revising their Signposting leaflet - please have a look to see if your details are still correct and also let Paul know if you should be in it! 
preston@streetpastors.org.uk

Supporting People in Crisis
Lancashire County Council are currently reviewing their strategy on how to best support individuals experiencing crisis.
They are looking to hear directly from people who have experienced a crisis whether or not they’ve already accessed LCC assistance under the current Under One Roof service. 
If you or your service users would like to be involved, please contact us at admin@prestoncn.org and we will arrange a follow-up conversation.

Dobcroft Nature Reserve
Congratulations to all involved with the Dobcroft Nature Reserve at the Intact Centre which has been given the Green Flag Award 2025/2026.
This prestigious international mark of quality for parks and green spaces recognises the tireless efforts of our volunteers, staff, and community partners in making Dobcroft a thriving, accessible, and biodiverse green space in the heart of Ingol, Preston.
Well done to all involved.





YOUTH NEWS
Survey - Parent-infant relationship and 0-5 mental health observations in universal services
The North West Coast Parent Infant and Early Years Relationships (PIER) Network is interested in understanding how we can better support professionals working with families to confidently discuss parent-infant relationships and 0-5 mental health in routine appointments, so that meaningful observations, assessments, and referrals can be made throughout the system.  
If you work directly with families with children under the age of 5, please take 5 minutes to complete the survey via the link below to support this work:
The survey can be found here.

IT Technician Course – Community Links
On the 8th September Community Links are providing an IT Technician Course at the Preston Masonic Hall. This is for people aged 19+ and will last for 4 weeks. More information on the flyer attached and to apply email lizzie.westwood@mycommunitylinks.com 

Baton of Hope Event – Preston Town Hall – 29th August 2025
I would like to invite you to an event taking place to mark “The Baton of Hope” This is the UK’s largest Suicide Prevention Initiative and in Preston we will be marking this event on the 29th August 2025 here at the Town Hall.
 
The day will be filled with workshops, an impactful performance, and a visit from the official Baton Of Hope team as well as a range of support services available throughout the day. We would love to see as many people as possible attend, please bring along your service users and yourself to support such an important subject. For more information on the day as well as to book on please see link https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-baton-of-hope-preston-event-tickets-1556219417169?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl

Cybersecurity for Beginners Course – B2W Group
We still have some spots on the below Level 2 Cybersecurity bundle course which I have popped details for below. These courses are extremely popular for learners wishing to up-skill, so please refer learners to secure their spot ASAP! 
Certificate in the principles of Cybersecurity L2, Award in digital & IT skills L2, Award in Website Design & Development L2
This Cybersecurity for beginners course will provide you with an introduction to a career working in cyber security, with a particular focus on understanding the terminology used in the industry, the legal aspects of cybersecurity and the most common threats to be aware of. During this accredited online course, you’ll gain relevant and valuable new skills, as well as three accredited Level 2 qualifications to boost your employability.
Delivery Method: Online (via Microsoft Teams E-Classroom/ Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm)
Start Date: 21/08/2025 -End Date: 18/09/2025
Duration: 20 Days
Eligibility Criteria:
To take advantage of this opportunity and fast-track their application, learners must meet the following criteria:
· Have lived in the UK/EU for the last 3 years
· Be over 19 (born before August 31, 2005)
· Have a National Insurance Number and valid ID
· Have access to a laptop or computer (mobile phones are not compatible)
· Not currently in full-time education or have completed the same qualifications previously
Email natasha.reeves@b2wgroup.com to refer.

Lundy Model Participation Training
There is an opportunity for professionals working with children and young people in the city to take part in a day of Lundy Model training.
This model gives opportunities for professionals to consider and reflect on their practice as an individual and at an organisational level.
This training is free of charge and lunch is provided
Date of the event is Wednesday, September 24 from 10am-4pm at the Foxton Centre, Knowsley Street PR1 3SA.
Click here to register.

Free Circus Tickets
Circus Zyair have kindly offered 400 free tickets for disadvantaged families with children at their opening day performance at Moor Park on Wednesday, August 27 at 7pm.
Go to www.circus-zyair.co.uk and go down to Preston and click on book now.  Go to book tickets in the normal way and when prompted enter discount code ‘CASWE21.
Groups can make bookings or families themselves can do so directly.

Active Lancashire News Update 
The August edition of the Active Lancashire news update focuses on the ‘Youth Voice’ concept and involving young people in how activities are created.
Copy of the update attached.


FUNDING
Supermarket Special Delivery
All the leading supermarkets, including Tesco, Morrisons, ADA, Waitrose, Sainsbury’s, Iceland, and Ocado will give donations of up to £100 to your organisation when you and other members of your network order online from them via easyfundraising.
To register to join the scheme, click here. 

LGBT+ Youth Advocacy Fund 
Designed to strengthen the resilience and reach of grassroots organisations supporting LGBT+ young people aged 14–25, the LGBT+ Youth Advocacy Fund is accepting applications for funding up to noon on August 27.
You can find more information here. 

National Lottery ‘Million Hours’ Funding for Youth Provision in Preston
The Million Hours Fund provides youth organisations with funding to deliver positive activities for young people in areas with higher rates of anti-social behaviour. 
The deadline is October 22 and you can click here for more details.
Eligible wards in Preston are Ashton, Brookfield, City Centre, Plungington, Ribbleton and St Matthew’s.  

McCarthy Stone Foundation
Grants of up to £7,500 to groups for project aiming to reduce loneliness and promote social engagement among people aged 65 and over are available from the McCarthy Stone Foundation.
Deadline is August 29 and more details here.

Bagri Foundation
Grants to groups for projects exploring and promoting Asian arts and culture are available from the Bagri Foundation.
Deadline is October 3 and there are more details here.

Society Foundation
Grants of up to £2,500 to groups for work helping vulnerable people towards paid employment are being offered by the Society Foundation.
Deadline is September 12 and there are more details here.

Arnold Clark Community Fund
Small grants to groups for work helping to alleviate the cost-of-living crisis are available via the Arnold Clark Community Fund.
For details, click here.



TRAINING
TikTok for charities  
If you want to get your group noticed on TikTok, Media Trust are running a beginner friendly webinar where you’ll learn the essential strategies for success. 
For more information and to book, click here.  


VOLUNTEERING
Preston Volunteers
Here are the latest opportunities listed with Preston Volunteers. These are opportunities that can be done throughout the week, making volunteering more accessible to those with changing commitments and time.
1.General Volunteer with Sahara 
2. Activities Volunteer with Parkland Home   
3. Accounts support with Sanctuary Cook-A-Long
4. Tea Room volunteer with Ribble Valley steam railway and museum 
5. Gardener with Galloways.
6. Rough sleeper support with CGL.




EVENTS
The Future of Deepdale Enclosure
A collaboration between Big FAM Local, Catherine Beckett Community Centre and UCLan to help shape the future of a green space within the community. There is a couple of event dates with agendas outlined in the attached document.

Summer Foray Walks
Please find attached a flyer for some summer foray walks running in Avenham Park.
These will be more focused around interactive community learning, including discussions and art to really deepen our connection to the plants and notice the patterns in nature. The first one may be slightly late notice – (Today, August 13th at 6pm), but there is also one on August 20th.

Lancashire Women – THRIVE
Free personal growth and wellbeing sessions from Lancashire women starting on September 10th. Details of each session are outlined in the attached poster.

Gambling Harm Lunch and Learn session
The Beacon Counselling Trust are hosting an online Gambling Harm Lunch and Learn session on Tuesday, September 3 at 12:30pm.
This informal session will offer insights into the Trust’s whole-family approach and open the floor for discussion, collaboration, and learning opportunities for teams and partner organisations.
Anyone wishing to attend should register via Nicola.Jaques@beaconcounsellingtrust.co.uk




Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Thursday, August 14
1pm-3pm: VJ Day Event at Disability Equality NW, 23-25 Sedgwick St PR1 1TP.
The event will include food and refreshments, and there are more details on attached flyer.
Please note booking is essential so organisers can plan appropriately, and attendees can reserve a place by emailing me directly at communityhub@disability-equality.org.uk.

Saturday, August 16
11am-7pm: LUF Stock Family Festival. Red Rose Recovery’s 2025 LUF Stock event, a one-day family festival including music, food, workshops, stalls, connection, laughter and much more.
This is an alcohol and Drug Free Event being held behind Huntleys in Preston, PR5 0UN.
To reserve tickets visit: https://lufstock2025.eventbrite.com/
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