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Weekly News Update – August 20th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event
Our next Networking Event is scheduled for September 11th at Preston Masonic Hall at 10am. Please find attached an invitation, with speakers to be confirmed soon. You can use the following link to register:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1561972986249?aff=oddtdtcreator

Lancashire Anti-Poverty Network Bulletin
Please find attached, a bulletin from Patsy Davies, from the Lancashire Anti-Poverty Network.
You can find the CAEL referral form mentioned in the bulletin attached here.

Preston Rough Sleeper Initiative
There is now a central referral form for professionals, businesses and the general public to make Preston Rough Sleeper Initiative’s Outreach Team aware of a rough sleeper in need of support.
The group will no longer be accepting referrals/reports of rough sleepers through the outreach mailbox (outreach@preston.gov.uk) and you are asked instead to use the online form at Homeless Outreach Online form - Preston City Council

Tanterton Christian Fellowship
We’d like to welcome on board one of our new members Tanterton Christian Fellowship.  
The organisation are very active and run a variety of free groups and activities for different ages and abilities. 
Groups restarting this September are:
· Chatterbox (toddler group) – from September 4
· JAM (for primary school age children) – from September 11
· Unlimited (youth/teen group) – from September 9
Alongside these, the Fellowship host community lunches, coffee mornings, and family-friendly events throughout the year.
Click here to sign up for the regular newsletter.

Stop Loan Sharks Newsletter
There’s plenty of useful information for individuals and groups whose service users may be affected by loan sharks on the latest newsletter from the Stop Loan Sharks group.
You can sign up and view the newsletter by clicking here.

PCN Members Page
We have had a little re-vamp of our members page on our website: https://prestoncn.org/members/
Now, when you click on a member, you get a little pop up with an about us. I am currently working through our member list, but if there is anything specific you wish to have on your pop up, please let me know – glennm@prestoncn.org. 




YOUTH NEWS
Reducing Reoffending Funding
The Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner will be opening the Reducing Reoffending Funding Round later this year, running from Monday 8th December 2025 to Monday 12th January 2026.
This funding opportunity is open to charities, voluntary and community organisations, and Parish and Town Councils, and will offer financial support of up to £5,000 for intervention projects aimed at preventing repeat offending and supporting the rehabilitation of individuals with a history of criminal behaviour. It is designed to help organisations develop initiatives that address the root causes of reoffending, provide support to those at risk, and contribute to safer communities through targeted interventions.
We are currently reviewing organisations previously funded, but we are keen to promote this opportunity more widely - particularly to grassroots groups and those connected through broader networks who may be interested in applying. This will help align with existing provision and open up potential partnership opportunities.
To support this, please ensure that any organisations you are aware of, or have worked with, are informed of the opportunity and that we have their contact details so we can share further information. We also plan to engage with potential applicants through a short survey consultation to help shape the funding round, which we will send once we have their details.
As with other funding streams, full application details will be published on the commissioners website closer to the launch date.

Preston College Freshers Fair – 22nd October 2025
Kate from Preston College would like to invite you to save the date for their annual Freshers’ Fair. The fair rounds off the extended student induction period and is a celebratory and thriving event which all our students thoroughly enjoy.  Many Preston Youth Forum Partners participate regularly at this event and Kate is looking for other forum partners who would like to join and inform students of their offer. 
I hope you can join us on Wednesday 22nd October 10am-1pm.
Please let Kate know if you are able to make this day – further joining instructions and a map of the location will be sent closer to the event. Please e-mail kmorris@preston.ac.uk to join.

Cyber Security Course – Preston Community Hub
Lancashire Adult Learning are hosting a Level 1 Staying Safe Online Course at Preston Community Hub on Monday the 22nd September. More details on flyer attached.

Wheels For All – Cycling Sessions
1. Preston City Council have teamed up with National Accessible Cycling charity Wheels for All to bring accessible cycle rides to venues across Preston.

1. Wheels for All provide a range of adapted cycles to suit many needs, enabling access to wheels and allowing people to get active. Everyone who has additional needs is welcome to join a ride.

1. Wednesday 20 August
1. Ashton Park - Let’s Grow Preston walled garden

1. Wednesday 10 September
1. Haslam Park - Children’s play area near park entrance

1. Rides on each session will start at 10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm and 1.30pm.

1. There will be 10 places available at each session.

1. To book your place just e-mail your name/s and which sessions you would like to attend to stuart.lockton @ https://wheelsforall.pulse.ly/jf5ym02dau
1. 
More dates and venues to be announced [image: 📢]
Wheels for All: Preston will be in attendance with staff trained to support you to choose the best cycle for your needs, get comfortable on your cycle, and guide you round a short, safe and enjoyable route.
Find out more about Wheels for all: https://wheelsforall.pulse.ly/wlkllxew2r

Annual Street Party
Please find information attached regarding a Community Street Party taking place at Preston Community Hub, on Sunday 24th August, 12pm to 7pm.



FUNDING
Amazon Regional Creatives Fund
Grants of up to £30,000 are being offered to charities that help underserved communities pursue their creative ambitions.
The Amazon Regional Creatives Fund is available for applications from charities currently running a programme that focuses on upskilling people from underserved communities for careers in creative industries.
Eligible charities can apply for the Regional Creatives Fund here. The final date for submissions is August 31.

Grants to Boost Quality of Life for People with Disabilities
UK charities with incomes under £750,000 can now apply for £500–£2,500 from the Woodroffe Benton Foundation for work enhancing the quality of life and social inclusion for people with severe physical and/or learning disabilities. 
Closing date is August 31 and for more details, click here.

Driving Inclusive Vegan Advocacy
The Vegan Society is offering four grants of up to £5,000 for grassroots, volunteer-led projects that inspire and support people to adopt and sustain vegan lifestyles, with a focus on marginalised communities and underrepresented voices.
Funding priorities include local festivals, farm-to-crop transitions, vegan health outreach, and environmental policy change.
Applications close September 1 and there are more details here.

Matthew Good Foundation
Applications for the latest round of grants to small groups for valuable community work from the Matthew Good Foundation are now open.
Deadline is September 15 and there are more details here.

AB Charitable Trust 
Grants to groups for work promoting and defending human rights and supporting marginalised groups are now available from the AB Charitable Trust .
Deadline is October 24 and there are more details here.

Edgar E Lawley Foundation
Grants to groups working in medicine, elderly care, disability, education and youth services are now being offered by the Edgar E Lawley Foundation.
Deadline is October 31 and there are more details here.



TRAINING
Child Criminal Exploitation
We have been passed news of an offer of in-person workshops to young people as part of the Child Criminal Exploitation Awareness Campaign being run by the ‘Missing People’ group.
These sessions are designed to increase young people's understanding of:
· Current grooming models
· Different types of criminal exploitation
· Safe exit strategies
· Their rights and entitlements
· Police powers and how to navigate them
Any group interested should contact alexia.powell@missingpeople.org.uk
She is available later this week but may have other dates.
For more details on ‘Missing People’ click here.  



SURVEYS
Foxton Women’s Service
Lancashire County Council Public Health Substance Use team would like key stakeholders to complete a survey to provide insight and feedback on the current provision of services by Foxton Women's Service.
Data collected will help to inform a Health Impact Assessment.
Click here to access the survey which is open until September 11 and if there are any questions, please email behaviourchange@lancashire.gov.uk

VACANCIES
Financial Administrator – Disability Equality NW
Our friends at DENW are looking for an additional team member to join their dedicated Supported Banking Service team.
This is a part time post and you can find details of this and other vacancies on our website at https://prestoncn.org/job-vacancies/

Community Engagement Coordinator
PNE are currently recruiting:
Vacancy: Community Engagement Coordinator - Preston North End FC 



EVENTS
The Friends of Deepdale Enclosure
Deepdale Enclosure is the green space alongside the Catherine Beckett Centre and the Friends group are working very hard to revitalise the area and make it a pleasant place for everyone. 
They have a series of great events coming up and there are full details on the attached flyer.

Diabetes Peer Support Group
Community Roots LSCft are running a monthly diabetes support group. This group is suitable for all regardless of type of diabetes and their family and friends are also welcome to attend. The group is monthly at the Capitol Centre in Walton le Dale, Preston. The location is on public transport route from Preston, Chorley and South Ribble. There is also plenty of parking. The group takes place in the Waitrose Café. 

The University of Central Lancashire Historical Campus Tours
For more than 125 years, the University of Central Lancashire has grown and evolved on its main Preston site. 
And now you have a chance to trace its development through distinctive architectural styles with a free Historical Campus Tour.
It will take place on Tuesday, August 19, Thursday, August 28 and Tuesday, September 2 from 1.30pm-3pm on each date.
The tour takes about an hour finishing on the rooftop garden of the Student Centre.
To book, click here.

Ambulance Awareness Day
You can learn about opportunities in the ambulance service at an Awareness Day on Wednesday, September 17 at Crossgate Church, St Mary’s Street North, PR1 5LG.
There is an AGM meeting from 10am and the event starts at 11am 
For further details and to reserve your place, please see the details on the attached flyer.

Preston Muslim Hub Community Fun Day
Sunday, September 7 is the date for Preston Muslim Forum’s Annual Community Fun Day and Fundraising Event, which will run from 11am to 4pm on the day.
More details on attached flyer and if you can volunteer to help at the event, please contact Sabiha at the PMF Hamara Centre  on 01772 889431 or at sabiha@pmforum.org.uk



Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Saturday, August 23
10am-2pm: Preston City Mela
Location: Flag Market.
Stalls, food, and workshops at this long standing, vibrant celebration of arts, music, dance, culture and heritage is back to give you a touch of South Asia in it’s 28th year!
Free. All welcome.

Sunday, August 24
Noon-7pm: Community Street Party 
Location: Preston Community Hub, Samuel St PR1 4YE.
Stalls, food, magician and more. Attractions for all the family.
Free. All welcome.
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