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Weekly News Update – August 27th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event
We have now finalised arrangements for the next PCN networking event which will take place on Thursday, September 11 from 10am-12.30pm at Preston Masonic Hall in the centre of the city.
Our speakers are: 
· Kayleigh Robinson, who is Outreach Manager for Lancashire County Council Public Health Team - Will give a full update on her work including the strategy on social prescribing which is currently being developed. 
As we know, the social prescribing system impacts on almost all our members, so we trust as many of you as possible will attend.
· Barbara Coleman of the NHS Genomic Medicine Service Alliance - Will speak on the very important and fast emerging topic of topic of genomics research and in particular the ‘Genomic Community Café Initiative’ which is being launched in the area. 
· PC Hussain of Lancashire Police’s community team - update on current issues and answer questions on any areas of concern you may have.
As all three speakers will address very important issues, we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the day.
As usual, the event is free and as always there will be plenty of time for the relaxed, informal networking we know so many of you appreciate.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pcn-networking-event-tickets-1561972986249?aff=oddtdtcreator

Volunteering Offer
We have been advised of an offer of some professional volunteer time from Sanderson Weatherall, who are delivering the facilities management contract at Animate.
They have up to 3 working days (7.5 hours) available to spend at Preston VCSFE organisations, and can offer support and advisory services in the following areas:
1. Architecture: Providing architectural design and consultancy.
1. Building Consultancy: Offering building surveying and project management.
1. Business Rates: Advising on business rates and appeals.
1. Compulsory Purchase: Handling compulsory purchase cases.
1. Corporate Real Estate: Managing corporate real estate portfolios.
1. Development Consultancy: Maximising returns on development opportunities.
1. Expert Witness: Acting as expert witnesses in property disputes.
1. Lease Consultancy: Negotiating rent and lease terms.
1. Machinery & Business Assets: Valuing and disposing of machinery and business assets.
1. Planning: Providing planning advice through strategic partnerships.
1. Property & Asset Management: Managing leases and properties efficiently.
1. Residential Services: Offering residential property services.
1. Valuation: Providing valuation services for various property types
1. Sustainability Services: Managing sustainability outcomes throughout project lifecycles. 
Delivery of support in any of these areas would be subject to the discretion of Sanderson Weatherall, to decide whether it is appropriate for them to do so.
For anyone interested in these volunteer services, please contact Jennifer Hanley J.Hanley@preston.gov.uk.
ICANN’s Preston Benefit Advocacy Service
From September 1st, with thanks to Preston City Council, ICANN are now fully funded to help Preston residents to prepare for and attend PIP/WCA health assessments or PIP/WCA appeal tribunals whether it’s face-to-face(in Lancashire only), by telephone or online. They can also help you to get medical evidence for your health assessment or appeal tribunal. A very useful resource and signposting opportunity for our members.
Please contact ICANN on 01772 746061 or email admin@i-cann.org.uk to refer.
Preston Domestic Violence Services 
Our friends at PDVS are as busy as ever and their August 2025 newsletter, which is attached, gives full details of what they are up to.

Healthwatch Lancashire
Please find below a message from Emmy at Healthwatch Lancashire who we have worked with on several occasions in recent times.

Hello,
Most of you will be aware of the recent news regarding Healthwatch.
Thank you to everyone who has contacted us with messages acknowledging the importance of independent patient voice.
We’ve been truly overwhelmed by the response to the news that, as part of the NHS 10-Year Plan, Healthwatch is set to be abolished.
We want to reassure you that, even though the Healthwatch name will go, we are all committed to doing the very best we can for our communities and under-represented groups, now, and in the future.
There is a short news article which is live on our website. 
A national petition has been created asking the government to:
• Invest in and strengthen independent public voice.
• Engage with local Healthwatch leaders and the public to co-design a future that puts people first.
• Recognise the role independent voice can play in supporting the delivery of the NHS 10 Year Plan – by providing constructive challenge and supporting coproduction, particularly with those communities facing the greatest health and care needs.
The petition is here: Review decision to abolish independent local Healthwatch – Petitions

Kind regards
Emmy



YOUTH NEWS
Preston Muslim Forum – Family Fun Day
PMF are having a family fun day on Sunday the 7th September 11am-4pm. Everybody is welcome to attend, more information on the flyer attached. 

Preston City Council – New Rough Sleeper Outreach Referral Forum
We now have a new central referral form for professionals, businesses, and the general public to make The Outreach Team aware of a rough sleeper in need of support. 
We will no longer be accepting referrals / reports of rough sleepers through the outreach mailbox (outreach@preston.gov.uk).
Moving forward please use the link the below; 
Homeless Outreach Online form - Preston City Council 
Please share this link with your teams or the wider public.
There is some general information at the top of the form, as well as an FAQ page which should answer any questions you may have.
However, please feel free to drop me an email if you have any further questions. 
Leigh-Hannah Phillips - L.Phillips@preston.gov.uk

Ambulance Awareness Day – Wednesday 17th September
The NHS are holding an Ambulance Awareness Day on Wednesday the 17th September 10am-1pm at Crossgate Church in Preston. See flyer attached for more details. 

PHX – Movement to Work programme with Tesco
PHX have teamed up with Tesco to deliver a training programme that helps young people get into work. It’s for young people aged 19+ and starts on the 15th September, more info attached.


FUNDING
Temporary Pause on Arts Council Project Grants
Arts Council England has temporarily paused applications for its own programme of National Lottery Project Grants due to ongoing technical issues with its Grantium platform.
During this period, grant payments are continuing and other programmes are operating via alternative systems.
LPG applications are expected to reopen by mid-September with a new digital route with affected programme deadlines being extended.
The Arts Council has committed to regular updates and a faster, more user-friendly application process in future.

Future Phoenix Social Justice Fund
Inclusive North have advised of a grant opportunity under the Future Phoenix Social Justice Fund.
Details on attached flyer.

Community Garden Grants  
Applications for The National Garden Scheme’s 2026 Community Garden Grants, supported by the Julia Rausing Trust, will open from September 15.
With awards of £1,500–£5,000 available, these grants support projects that bring people together through gardening, with a particular focus on diversity, inclusion and wellbeing. 
More details here.

Grants to Boost Quality of Life for People with Disabilities
UK charities with incomes under £750,000 can now apply for £500–£2,500 from the Woodroffe Benton Foundation to enhance the quality of life and social inclusion for people with severe physical and/or learning disabilities. 
There are more details here but please hurry as deadline is this Sunday, August 31. 

Ford Britain Trust
Small grants of £250 and under are available from the Ford Britain Trust to groups for work benefitting communities. 
Deadline is October 31 and for more details, click here.




TRAINING
Free Health and Wellbeing Courses
There are a series of excellent Health and Wellbeing courses being held at the Intact Centre in the next few months and all are free.
Full details attached.

Suicide Lite Training 
A short programme of Suicide Lite Training is taking place on Monday, September 15 at Preston Town Hall starting at 9am.
The programme provides participants with the foundational knowledge needed to effectively intervene in situations where someone may be contemplating suicide.
Email b.smith@preston.gov.uk to book.


VOLUNTEERING
Volunteer Drivers Wanted
An appeal has gone out for 'Superhero' volunteer drivers  for a community transport scheme in the city. Flyer attached.



EVENTS
Encounter Festival
The Guild Lounge is shortly to host the Encounter Festival, a fantastic youth led event which will feature a ‘Grand Games’ and a special ‘Showcase.’
The event, which will take place on Saturday, September 20, will kick off with the Grand Games, two hours of fun for all ages including an assault course, football darts, an art competition and the crowd favourite ‘Tug of War, which you can sign up for here.
Following this, the Showcase event will present a mental health book ‘A Deep Dive Into a Kid’s Mind’ offering valuable insights for parents and professionals into children's mental health and an interactive film tackling the impact of bullying on mental health and behaviour
You can confirm your attendance here and there are more details on the attached flyers.

Mental Health Events 
A heads up on two events on mental health and suicide related issues coming up over the next few weeks.
Suicide Prevention Day
Saturday, September 6, 10am to 2pm at Preston Bus Station.
In line with Suicide Prevention UK, the theme this year is 'Changing the Narrative on Suicide’
World Mental Health Day
Health and Wellbeing Event in support of World Mental Health Day.
The event will take place on Saturday, October 4 from 10:30am to 3.30pm on Preston Flag Market.
 
To book onto either of these events please email Daniel.Holden@lancashire.gov.uk
 



Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.
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