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Weekly News Update – August 6th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event
Our next Networking Event is scheduled for September 11th at Preston Masonic Hall at 10am. A full invitation will be sent out later this week but if anyone wishes to book ahead you can use the following link to register:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1561972986249?aff=oddtdtcreator

Lancashire Anti-Poverty Network
Resolve Poverty, in partnership with Lancashire Association of Councils for Voluntary Service, have launched the Lancashire Anti-Poverty Network (LAPN).
And this network of people engaged in anti-poverty responses across the county has already planned a range of events and opportunities for organisations to contribute to activities looking to tackle poverty.
The LAPN can share the latest poverty data in your area, research and policy updates, training and support to develop and enhance anti-poverty responses. 
If you would like to receive communications from LAPN about any of the above, you can sign up here.
You can also access local poverty data compiled by Resolve Poverty here, which can support you with designing data-led responses to poverty as well as supporting with data for funding applications. 
If you have any questions or would like more information about the Lancashire Anti-Poverty Network, contact Network Development Coordinator for Lancashire Patsy Davies at patsy@resolvepoverty.org.




YOUTH NEWS
Urfuture – The Job App for Young People
A new app has been launched targeting Gen Z young people to help them get into employment. 
Urfuture are on a mission to create a new way of finding a career for a digital native generation.
They are making careers simpler for both candidates and employers with an easy to use app and a well recognised Gen Z brand.
Urfuture is driving innovation in careers with a passionate team who want to change the future for the young people of the UK
The app is available on both IOS and Android, click on the website link here for more information and how to download it - The Job App for Young People | urfuture

Police Constable Entry Programme
The Police Constable Entry Programme is a non-degree route into uniformed policing and is a two year training programme where you will begin your training at the Lancashire Constabulary HQ in Hutton, near Preston. This is an exciting opportunity with no requirement for you to currently hold a degree or study for a degree whilst in training.
You MUST hold a full manual UK driving licence at the time of application.
You must have 3 years UK residency at the time of applying.
You can also apply aged 17 but must be aged 18 before you start.
To apply click on the link - JT Police Constable Entry Programme Recruitment 2026 (PCEP) - Lancashire Constabulary

Free Tennis Sessions for Young People & Families
We Do Tennis are holding free tennis sessions at Moor Park and Haslam Park on the 7th and 18th of August, more information is on the flyer attached.

Youth Training Opportunities
Please find attached training opportunities for staff supporting young people in Preston.
This month the new opportunities include:-

1. Free Naloxone training for professionals – 26th August
1. Understanding Autism – Level 2 – 31st October
1. Suicide Lite – Orange Button Training – 15TH September 
1. Lundy Model Participation Training – 24TH September – More information to follow

All training is free unless otherwise stated


FUNDING
Creating Connection for Over-65s 
The Creating Connections Grant Programme is inviting grassroots charities, CICs, and small constituted groups to apply for up to £7,500 in funding. 
Prioritising communities with high levels of deprivation among older people, the fund backs initiatives that reduce isolation and foster meaningful social connection such as lunch clubs, befriending services and community transport.
Deadline is August 29 and you can find more details here. 

Better Youth Spaces Fund 
Youth organisations can apply for grants from £5,000 to £100,000 for equipment and refurbishments from the Better Youth Spaces Fund.
Find out more about this fund and apply 

Hilden Charitable Fund
Grants to groups for work with asylum seekers and refugees are available from the Hilden Charitable Fund. 
Deadline is August 21 and for more details, click here.

Hays Travel Foundation
Grants to groups for projects helping disadvantaged young people are available from the Hays Travel Foundation.
For details, click here and please note deadline is September 28.

The Fat Beehive Foundation
Small grants to groups for websites, digital tools and online engagement are available from the Fat Beehive Foundation.
Deadline is September 30 and for more details, click here.

Masonic Charitable Foundation
The Masonic Charitable Foundation offers grants on a range of areas. 
More details here.



TRAINING
Neighbourly AI Resource Hub
A small free course from neighbourly providing information and guidance around AI. The course takes 4 hours and can be done at your own pace.
https://hub.neighbourly.com/ai123-sign-up

SURVEYS
Deaf Community Support Service
The Public Health team at Lancashire County Council are currently conducting an engagement exercise across the county in relation to the re-commissioning of a Deaf Community Support Service.
They would be grateful if anyone working in the health sector or who is engaged with the deaf community can complete a short survey which you can access here.
Closing date for responses is August 15 and if you have any queries, please email DLWEngagement@lancashire.gov.uk

Parent Infant Relationships
The North West Coast Parent Infant and Early Years Relationships (PIER) Network is interested in understanding how to better support professionals working with families.
If you work directly with families with children under the age of 5, please take five minutes to complete the survey which you can access via this link:
https://forms.office.com/e/dt9XjmgXCu



EVENTS
Deafway Summer Fair
Please see attached for in formation about Deafway’s Summer Fair taking place on Saturday 9th August. It’s set to be an awesome day with loads to do and see! 
10am – 4pm schedule also attached.

Zentangle Doodles Group
There is a Zentangle Doodles Group still running at Bamber Bridge Methodist Church (on Station Road next to Cuerden Church school). 
Join this friendly group to relax, connect, and get creative with the Zentangle Method! Whether you're new or experienced, you'll enjoy learning this easy, meditative drawing technique. All materials provided – just bring yourself! Open to adults only. All abilities welcome.
The group may not run in bad weather—please check with the facilitator if conditions are poor. Call Carly - 07854 768731 or email zentangledoodles@outlook.com.

Beside You in Bereavement Exhibition – New Date
We mentioned last week that the Beside you in Bereavement Art Exhibition set for Preston Bus Station last week had been postponed.
We’re pleased to advise this has now been rearranged for Thursday, August 14 from noon to 2pm.
This is a collection of art pieces and information created by those who have been bereaved by suicide and entry is free.

VJ Day Event at DENW
Our friends at Disability Equality NW are hosting a VJ Day event next Thursday, August 14.
The event will include food and refreshments, and there are more details on attached flyer.
Please note booking is essential so organisers can plan appropriately, and attendees can reserve a place by emailing communityhub@disability-equality.org.uk.
There are also plenty of other activities going on at DENW and you can read all about them in their latest newsletter which you can access here. 
 
BLOOMby SMA Walk
Our member group BLOOMby SAM have organised a riverside walk in collaboration with River Ribble Trust. 
For more information and booking form, click here.

Lancashire Women
As ever, Lancashire Women have a busy programme of courses coming up and their Autumn calendar is very full. Details on attached flyer.
To refer to any services or courses, please complete the Online Referral Form via the website here.

Blue Flamingo Variety Show Fundraiser
Our friends at the Blue Flamingo Community Hub are hosting a Variety Show Fundraiser on Friday, September 19 at St Michael & All Angels Church, Tulketh Rd, Ashton PR2 1AR
Tickets £5 for adults, children free, are available in advance or on the door.
This family friendly event will feature a fantastic line-up of local talent, including live music, dance and performance with food available and a bar.
For more information, contact Erin at theblueflamingocafe@gmail.com or 07462 320349.

The Baton of Hope
‘The Baton of Hope’ is a day of workshops, information and performances dedicated to bringing awareness of suicide prevention and the impact on those bereaved by suicide.
Set for Preston Town Hall on August 29, the event will see a range of services and those will lived experience sharing their stories and information.
For more details and tickets, please click this link.

Accessible Cycle Rides
Preston City Council have teamed up with the charity Wheels for All to bring accessible cycle rides in venues across the city.
Wheels for All will provide a range of adapted cycles which will suit anyone’s needs and enable them to get onto wheels and get active, including those with additional needs. 
More details on attached flyer.




Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Saturday August 9
10am – 4pm: Deafway Summer Fair
Please see attached for in formation about Deafway’s Summer Fair
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