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Weekly News Update – July 16th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Meet the Funder Event
Big thanks to everyone who attended our Meet the Funder Sessions with the National Lottery yesterday (July 15th), we hope you found the 1-1 sessions informative and gave you some ideas going forward.

Disability Pride 2025
Disability Pride took place in Preston on Thursday, July 10th and looked to be a fantastic event. This was organised by both Disability Equality North-West and Caritas Care who are both very active PCN members. You can see a few photos attached: a snapshot of the Flag Market with attendees, and Martin Layton after receiving the Community Hero award for 2025’s Disability Pride.
DENW also have some upcoming community-focussed Peer Support Sessions in the Hub, which you can find a poster for attached.

Upcoming Meetings
As you may be aware, Tony is now representing PCN and indeed the wider VCFSE community on a number of committees, advisory groups and other bodies.
Coming up next Tuesday is the Lancashire Association of CVSs (LACVS) meeting in which CVS leaders and those representing other bodies meet to discuss and update on issues affecting the sector.
If you have any questions or particular issues you would like Tony to bring up at this and any future meetings, please email him on tonyd@prestoncn.org.

Blog Preston
Our member group Blog Preston continue to expand and members who attended our recent networking event will have heard the site’s founder and editor Ed Walker give a full picture of how the site is progressing.
Ed has now confirmed the site had 2.41m views with an average monthly readership of 160,000 people between April and June with their audience 39 per cent up against the same period last year.
Including social media channels, Blog Preston saw 24.6million views during this period.
As a Community Interest Company, any revenues raised go back into more community reporting focused on Preston, and also support community projects such as the PNE fans’ Tifo project.
The group have asked members if they want to become a Beta tester for the soon-to-be-launched website, and you can sign up for this by clicking here.  



YOUTH NEWS
UCAN Network of Young Researchers Event - UcLan
We are the UCAN Network of young researchers aged 12-24, facilitated by the Centre for Children and Young People's Participation at the University of Lancashire. We would like to invite up to 6 young people from your group (with at least one adult facilitator/group leader) to this event to find out more about young people led research on Wednesday 13th August 2025 11am - 3pm at the University of central Lancashire's Preston Campus. The aim is to:
· Share with one another the participatory and research work we are already doing 
· [image: A qr code on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Identify what needs to change for children and young people
· Plan how we might develop the network and do collaborative research to make these changes 
If you would like to and are able to attend, please could you complete this booking form (QR code).
 
If you would like to attend but are unable to for any reason, you can share your groups' accomplishments and ideas here (or email the information to Katie Martin (KMartin@uclan.ac.uk) and these will be shared on your behalf on the day.
UCan have been working on a project called ‘Don’t Judge a Book by Its Cover’ and attached is an invitation to an exhibition you can also visit between 10am and 4pm from Monday 11th to Friday 15th August 2025.

Youth Futures – GCSE Results Drop In on Friday 22nd August
Know a young person that may not get the GCSE results they hoped for? Steph Kenyon from the Youth Futures Team, in partnership with The Foxton Centre, is hosting a GCSE Results Drop-In for young people in Preston and South Ribble who may be at risk of becoming NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training). This supportive, informal event is designed to help young people explore their next steps, whether that’s further education, training, employment, or building confidence and skills. No appointment needed - just drop in!
Friday 22nd August | 9am–4pm | The Foxton Centre, Preston PR1 3SA
Please note: This is the first year we’re running the event in this format, as Steph will be hosting the event her capacity may be limited. We kindly ask schools and partners to share this opportunity with those most in need of support.

Wheels for All and Preston City Council Accessible Active Travel Project
Preston City Council have teamed up with National Accessible Cycling charity Wheels for All to bring accessible cycle rides in venues across Preston over the next months.
Wheels for All will provide a range of adapted cycles which will suit pretty much anyone’s needs and enable them to get onto wheels and get active. Everyone who has additional needs including (but not limited to) physical disability, degenerative conditions, social isolation etc, is welcome to join a ride.
Wheels for All will also be there with staff trained to support you to choose the best cycle for your needs, get comfortable on your cycle, and guide you round a short, safe and enjoyable route.
These are the dates and venues planned so far:

	Wednesday 23rd July
	UCLan sports arena
	Cycle track, Wheels for All container

	Wednesday 20th August
	Ashton Park
	Let’s Grow Preston walled garden

	Wednesday 10th September
	Haslam Park
	Children’s play area near park entrance

	Wednesday 24th September
	venue to be confirmed
	

	Wednesday 8th October
	venue to be confirmed
	

	Wednesday 22nd October
	venue to be confirmed
	



Rides on each session will start at 10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm and 1.30pm. There will be 10 places available on each hour.
To book your place just e-mail your name, or group names and which sessions you would like to attend: stuart.lockton@wheelsforall.org.uk.

Preston Bus Station – Summer Activities Awareness Event 
Thursday 17th July 2025
It is nearly the end of term and Preston Community Safety Partnership would like to welcome you at an event on Preston Bus Station to mark the start of the summer holidays. We would like to meet you and let you know what activities will be on offer over the holidays and, also, how to keep yourselves safe when you are out and about with your friends.
They will be at Preston Bus Station between 3pm and 6pm on 17th July so you can join after you have finished school for the day and organisations from across Preston will be on site during the event. Entry is free and you will find them located outside the front of the bus station building, near to Tithebarn Street.
If you want to know more about the event, please contact the Community Safety Partnership via publicspaces@preston.gov.uk

Free Training Workshops for Young People
There’s a fantastic free training workshop opportunity coming up for young people and professionals who work with young people.
It will focus on hot topics including fake news, conspiracy theories, protests, and peacebuilding—plus there’ll be a circus skills workshop and free lunch provided.
The event takes place on Tuesday, July 29 at Preston Masonic Hall and there is more information on the attached flyer.


FUNDING
The Greggs Foundation
I had a meeting last week with Sarah from The Greggs Foundation. They are currently looking to fund organisations with a grant of £20,000 per year for two years located within the Preston City Council area, and those organisations who meet their Theory of Change.
· Addressing direct needs in the local community
· Providing food and support for individuals
· Reducing social isolation and widening networks
· Building knowledge, confidence and opportunities
 
The deadline for applications is noon on the 22nd August. 
Greggs Foundation | Greggs Foundation Community Grants Programme Application Form

Micro-Grants to Boost Employment Access for Marginalised Groups
The Society Foundation is offering micro-grants of up to £2,500 to small charities supporting people who face significant barriers to employment—specifically young people (NEET), ex-offenders, and those recently homeless or vulnerably housed. 
Applications close September 23. More details here.

Foodbank Fundamentals Fund 
The Asda Foundation is inviting not-for-profit foodbanks and food providers to apply for its Foodbank Fundamentals Fund.
With £400,000 available nationally and individual grants of £750, this fund supports essential equipment, provisions, and operational resilience amid surging demand and cost-of-living pressures.
Closing date is July 29 and more details here.

Grassroots Projects for under 18s 
The 7Stars Foundation is now welcoming applications for grants of up to £2,500. Funding is aimed at grassroots projects supporting young people aged 18 and under, particularly those affected by abuse, addiction, child caregiving, or homelessness. Closing date August 31 and more details here.

Social isolation among the over 55s
Grants to groups for well-being events, activities, or pastimes that prevent social isolation and loneliness among adults over 55 are available from the Home Instead Charities group.
Deadline is July 31 and more details here

Deaf and Disabled People’s Organisation Fund
The Lloyds Bank Foundation is now accepting applications from charities and CICs to fund work with Deaf and Disabled people experiencing poverty.
Deadline is September 4 and more details here.

Environmental and Wellbeing Impact 
Grants to groups for projects delivering positive environmental, social, or wellbeing outcomes for communities are available via the Calisen Impact Trust.
Deadline is September 30 and there are more details here.




TRAINING
Charity Digital
The above organisation has a range of on demand webinars available to view at any time for free. These include:
· How to master grant funding
· AI
· A guide to co-producing services with service users
You can find all these and more here: Charity Digital - On-demand Webinars


JOB VACANCIES
DanceSyndrome
Our friends at DanceSyndrome have advised they have three great opportunities within the organisation.
They are now accepting applications for the following vacancies:
Head of Community
Download the full Job Description & Person Specification here.
Programmes and Operations Manager 
Download the full Job Description & Person Specification here.
Data & Impact Manager 
Download the full Job Description & Person Specification here.



EVENTS
IVF/Fertility Treatment Support Group
Beanstalk Skills Academy CIC have advised us of a set of support sessions that they are holding in September. It’s for anyone (male or female) going through IVF or fertility treatment. Poster attached.

LUF Stock Family Festival
Make a note in your diary for Red Rose Recovery’s 2025 LUF Stock event, a one-day family festival including music, food, workshops, stalls, connection, laughter and much more.
This is an alcohol and Drug Free Event taking place from 11am to 7pm on Saturday, August 16 behind Huntleys in Preston, PR5 0UN.
To reserve tickets visit: https://lufstock2025.eventbrite.com/



Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Thursday, July 17
3pm-6pm: Preston Bus Station – Summer Activities Awareness Event
Location: Preston Bus Station, Tithebarn St, Preston PR1 1DJ
If you want to know more about the event, please contact the Community Safety Partnership via publicspaces@preston.gov.uk

Sunday, July 20
3pm: DanceSyndrome Annual Community Showcase: EXPRESS ’25
Location: Blackburn Empire Theatre
Booking link here
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