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Weekly News Update – July 30th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Benefits & Poverty Group
Thank you to all those who attended our first consultation group last week. I will be circulating the meeting notes and resources discussed in the next couple of days. If you wish to be involved in this group and have not already expressed an interest, please let me know.

Cancellation of Beside You in Bereavement Event
Please note the Beside You in Bereavement Preston art installation event scheduled for tomorrow, Thursday, July 31 at Preston Bus Station which we flagged up in last week’s news update has been postponed.
We will advise as soon as we are notified of the new date.  

Snack Stall at Preston City Mela
Due to a cancellation, a vacancy has arisen for a snack/dessert stall at Preston City Mela which takes place on the Flag Market on Saturday, August 23.
A food health/hygiene certificate is essential along with public liability insurance. 
For further information, please contact suraya1pcm@outlook.com

Young People Affected by Self Harm Issues
We have been passed details of a project by Liverpool University Clinical Psychology trainee Amy Grosvenor, who is looking for young people affected by self harm issues to assist her in finding better ways to help them waiting for mental health support.
Details on attached poster.  

Civil Society Covenant
The Government has now published the new Civil Society Covenant, which in the document’s own words is “an enduring covenant between government and all those across civil society who invest their time and money in the service of others.”
The third sector has played a key role in the compilation of the document which will hopefully be an important source of reference and guidance.
You can see the document by clicking here.


YOUTH NEWS
Job Opportunity – Tanterton Village Centre
The Tanterton Village Centre is looking for a new centre manager who will be responsible for the development and delivery of activities and maintaining/utilising the facilities in line with Tanterton Village centre values. The role is for 35 hours a week, comes with flexible working and a salary from £24,000 per annum.
The closing date is Monday the 4th August and to apply email office@tantertonvillagecentre.org.uk
The job description is linked here.

Tackling Modern Slavery – Multi Agency Roundtable Event, October 13th 9am
Details of an upcoming multi-agency roundtable event focused on tackling modern slavery and exploitation across Lancashire:
Hosted by the Pan-Lancashire Anti-Slavery Partnership (PLASP), Lancashire Constabulary, the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, and the Lancashire Partnership Against Crime, the event will take place on Monday 13th October 2025 at Preston North End Football Club, during Anti-Slavery Week.
This session aligns with the Commissioner’s priorities and supports the ongoing work of PLASP in raising awareness, delivering training, and encouraging victim identification and support throughout the county.
The event will bring together colleagues from public services, voluntary organisations, and wider partners to strengthen collaboration, develop a shared understanding of responsibilities, and create a coordinated response to modern slavery in our communities.
Participants will engage in scenario-based roundtable exercises designed to explore real-world challenges and shape practical, local solutions. A light working lunch will be provided to support informal networking and collaboration.
Click here to register - Tackling Modern Slavery: A Multi-Agency Roundtable Event Tickets

Help Shape the Future of Safeguarding in Out-of-School Settings (OOSS) – Young People’s Foundation
We’d like to share an important opportunity to contribute to the OOSS Safeguarding Call for Evidence for the Department for Education, which launched on 29 May and runs until 21 August 2025.
If you or your organisation are involved in Out-of-School Settings (OOSS), your input is invaluable in helping to build a strong evidence base to inform future policy and guidance around safeguarding.
Please take a few moments to complete the Call for Evidence — and just as importantly, please share it with your networks. The wider the reach, the stronger and more representative the evidence will be.
🔗 Out-of-School Setting Safeguarding
🔗 Out-of-School Settings Safeguarding: Call for evidence

FREE TramShed Summer School in Preston, 2nd August
The TramShed summer school days which will help children to build confidence in communication, prepare for school, be creative and meet new friends during the summer holidays. As the company delivering are an inclusive theatre company, the sessions are especially accessible to children with SEND or English as an additional language. 
If children are 8 and above they don’t need a parent to stay with them and can be collected at the end of the session. 
Children with SEND aged 5,6 and 7 can attend but need an adult to stay with them. In this case, both the adult and child need a registration form. 
Date: 2nd August 2025
Venue: Moor Nook Family Hub,  
Time: 10.30am - 3pm
How to register: complete the registration form for every person who will be attending including adults and return it to LRITcommunity@lancashire.gov.uk
Please note: Lunch isn't provided so children will need to bring something to eat and a drink. 

Music in Nature Sessions – Avenham Park Preston
Music in Nature will take place in Avenham Park every Tuesday evening 5:30pm-7:30pm (later if people want to stay) starting Tuesday 29th July until Tuesday 19th August. Hopefully we can then continue this through the rest of summer into Autumn (weather dependant – maybe we could even find an indoor space to carry on through winter!). 
Whether you can or cannot play an instrument, this event aims to bring music lovers together in a natural setting, to socialise and share a love and a passion for music! 
Bring your voices, tambourines, egg shakers, wind instruments, drums but most importantly, yourselves! There is no pressure to join in the jam or bring an instrument, but your presence is very welcome. 
We will meet outside the Pavillion Café on Avenham Park at 5:30pm. 



FUNDING
The National Lottery – Reaching Communities Fund
TNLCF are looking to identify more organisations that align with their Reaching Communities programme—particularly those focused on children and young people, as well as projects with an environmental theme. These types of initiatives would be a strong fit with the local thematic priorities.
There are some links below outlining the projects they fund and their current funding priorities and community missions:

· https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/thinking-of-applying-for-funding/projects-we-fund

· https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/reaching-communities-england

Better Youth Spaces Fund 
With grants from £5,000 to £100,000 for equipment and refurbishments, this funding empowers local groups to expand activities, boost safety and sustainability, and enrich the lives of disadvantaged young people. 
Applications for equipment open until September 2025, but applications for refurbishment will be limited to the first three weeks. 
For more details, click here. 


Calisen Impact Charity Trust
Grants to groups for projects delivering positive environmental, social, or wellbeing outcomes for communities are available from the Calisen Impact Charity Trust.
Deadline is September 30 and more details here.


TRAINING
Community Leaders’ Training
A fully funded community leaders’ training course sponsored by the Ernest Cook Trust is being planned for anyone involved in the VCFSE sector in the Preston area.
The propsoed dates are September 30-October 2, with day one at The Hub on Grange Park and Day 2 and 3 at Beacon Fell Country Park.
For more details, please email Alison.Cross@ernestcooktrust.org.uk or contact us at PCN and we will provide the information.

VOLUNTEERING
Recycling Lives
Recycling Lives are looking for volunteers in their community workshop.
 The Community Workshop at Recycling Lives Charity is a hands-on, skills-based environment designed to support individuals facing barriers to employment, including those with experience of homelessness, the criminal justice system, or long-term unemployment. The workshop provides practical training in activities such as electrical item testing and repair, dismantling, recycling, and warehouse operations. Participants receive mentoring, accredited qualifications, and work experience in a supportive setting that encourages confidence, routine, and teamwork.
or further information, please contact Naomi Winter - naomi.winter@recyclinglives.org


EVENTS
Youth Boxing Sessions
Plungington Community Centre are hosting some three FREE boxing sessions for young people aged 10-17. The first session has already passed but there is still time to book on to the other sessions. You can find more information on the attached poster.

Preston NEET Event
Preston Targeted Youth Service, Neighbourhood Communities team and the Youth Futures team are putting together an event aimed at supporting young people in Preston who are not in education, employment, or training (NEET). 
The date for your diary is Thursday, September 25, 1pm-3pm, at Moor Nook Centre, Burholme Rd, Ribbleton PR2 6HN.
There’ll be free food, activities, and informal support in a welcoming space where young people can explore their next steps. 
If you’re interested in attending as a partner group or would like more information, please contact Stephanie Kenyon of the Youth Futures Team on 07917 534459.

Two Decades of Yoga Groove 
The weekly Yoga Groove class at Plungington Community Centre has now been operating for 20 years, 
Congratulations to all involved in this longstanding community event, with one of the participants still a regular attender in their 90s.
The event takes place every Monday from 10am to 11am and involves a warm welcome, 20 minutes of gentle yoga exercise followed by 30 minutes of dancing to feelgood tunes, then a cuppa and chat. All welcome. 



Parent Support Group
A new free parent support group is being launched at The Intact Centre which is supported by the national charity PANDAS Foundation UK which may well be of interest to your service users.
Full details on attached flyer.  

Suicide First Aid Lite Workshop
The Lancashire Mind charity have teamed up with the Community Roots team to provide a Suicide training workshop which is open to all and looks to support conversations around suicide and suicide prevention.
You can book your space on either of these upcoming workshops by visiting  https://lancashiremind.arlo.co/w/upcoming/

City Church Food Markets
Our members have flagged up the very popular weekly coffee morning at City Church on Lancaster Road North, PR1 2SQ which tales places from 10am-1pm every Thursday.
The group also run regular food markets at the site.



Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Wednesday, July 30
6pm: Surgery on external wall insulation for Fishwick Residents. Anyone in area with damp and mould issues welcome.
Location: Preston Community Hub.
Contact: Taz Ali taz.ali@nea.org.uk 

Sunday, August 3
10am: Volunteer Day at Grimsargh Wetlands. 
Plenty to get involved with – from habitat management to light maintenance tasks – and no experience is necessary.
Just bring sturdy shoes, weather-appropriate clothing, and a bit of enthusiasm!
 
Location: Preston Rd, Opp Elston Lane
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