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Weekly News Update – June 11th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event
Taking place on June 19th, our networking event promises to be a great morning with plenty of time for networking and collaboration. 
Full details of speakers below:
· Silas Nicholls - CEO of Lancs Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
· Ed Walker – Founder and Editor of Blog Preston
· Paul Blythin – Head of the Preston Place Partnership Health & Sport Initiative
If you wish to join us at Preston Town Hall from 10am-1pm, please register via the following link, or drop me an e-mail on glennm@prestoncn.org. 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/prestoncommunitynetwork/pcnnetworkingeventjune19th2025

PCN Online Funding Event - Reminder
As mentioned previously, our friends from the National Lottery have agreed to take part in an online funding event with ourselves on July 15.
This will take the form of a series of bookable slots where our members can speak to Lottery officials about available funding, how to put an effective bid together and clarify the new funding priorities set out by the Lottery.
This is just a quick reminder to get in touch with us if you would be interested in booking an online slot, as we try to gauge numbers. Please could you drop me an e-mail on glennm@prestoncn.org and let us know.
We will be contacting all those who have expressed an interest in the next week or two.



YOUTH NEWS
Preston Youth Forum Network Meeting – 3rd June
A big thanks to all partners who came to our meeting last week at West View Better Health Leisure Centre, we had presentations from Michael Manley at GLL and Terri Millar at Barnardo’s followed by an in-depth update about the Preston Youth Strategy 2025-2035. 
The Preston Youth Forum will be running two events to launch the Preston Youth Strategy
Young people’s Launch – Tuesday 16th September 6pm-8pm
Professionals Launch – Wednesday 17th September 2pm-4pm
More details to follow

Vault Youth Zone – Wednesday Evening Community Use Offer
Ryan the new Youth Work Partnerships Co-ordinator has a very exciting announcement about a new Wednesday evening community use offer for organisations in Preston to use the new facilities at Vault Youth Zone to run collaborative youth sessions. Please see more info attached.

National Youth Census
National Youth Agency (NYA), are working in partnership with HM Government, to ensure that any youth work provision in your area is included in this year’s National Youth Sector Census.
The NYA has been funded by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport to manage the Census since 2021, in order to provide the baseline of data for government, service commissioners and youth work organisations themselves, to see where youth work is taking place, how it is funded, the services it delivers and where there are gaps in provision.
The NYA is also working in partnership with the Home Office this year to support the scoping of local youth provision as part of the Young Futures Prevention Partnerships element of the Young Futures Programme
What’s the deadline?
1. The deadline for the census is the end of June, as this is when the data will be provided to the Home Office for analysis.

How do I complete it?  
· It only takes 15 minutes to complete and registering is simple.    
· The Census page provides a range of resources including: 
· A ‘How to guide’ to registering on Youth Work One 

The census is located on the Youth Work One website here - Youth Work One

Kings Trust – Get Into Health & Social Care with PHX in Preston
The Kings Trust have a great course starting on the 23rd June for any young people wanting to get into a career in Health & Social Care. See more details on the flyer attached.





FUNDING
Consumer Awareness Funding
The OPSS have launched its Community Contract funding initiative.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/opss-community-funding-for-product-safety 
Key Information:
Aim: For consumers to be better educated about product safety related risks and be empowered to keep themselves and others safe. 
Who can apply: There are no restrictions on who can apply. 
Funding available for projects: under £10,000 (excluding VAT) 
Application deadline: Monday 7 July  
Project delivery dates: August – January 2026. 

This year the funding is focusing on two distinct product safety opportunities:  
Opportunity 1: Second-hand goods 
Opportunity 2: Product safety activities targeted at the needs of disabled consumers 

Local Community Fund
Co-op's Local Community Fund has now opened. The Local Community Fund supports projects in Co-op members’ communities that provide access to opportunities and resources to help people thrive.

Thomas Wall Trust 
The Thomas Wall Trust is offering grants of up to £5,000 to charities that support disadvantaged adults in developing vital communication skills to improve their employment prospects. 
Priority is given to projects that are match-funded or aim to become self-sustaining.  
Stage one applications are open now, with a deadline of September 22.
More details here. 

MSE Charity’s Summer Application Round 
The MSE Charity, funded by Money Saving Expert, will open its summer funding round on July 2.
Organisations can apply for grants between £2,000 and £10,000 to deliver financial capability projects which can include money management workshops, volunteer training, and activities supporting disadvantaged groups. 
The first step is to complete an online eligibility quiz, with successful applicants invited to submit full applications by July 10.
Details here. 
 
Family Fund Your Opportunity Grant Programme
Family Fund’s Your Opportunity grant programme offers funding for projects involving targeted support to families of disabled or seriously ill young adults aged 18 to 24 living at home. 
Please advise your service users applications must come from a parent or carer and are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.
More details here.

Veolia Environmental Trust
The Veolia Environmental Trust is offering grants to groups for enhancement of community facilities and natural habitats.
Deadline is June 28 and more details here.





SURVEYS
State of the Sector Survey
We recently flagged up the State of the Sector Survey, a major initiative aimed at detailing and collating the fantastic work done by the VCFSE sector and raising its profile.
This survey is still open and anyone running a not-for-private profit group or organisation, or who is involved with such a group in any capacity, is invited to complete it.
And if you take part, you could win a £500 donation for your group as all those completing the survey will be entered in a free prize draw. 
In order to access the survey, all you have to do is click this link.
If you know anyone who wants to complete the survey but doesn’t have web access, please contact us at PCN and we will arrange for you to be sent a hard copy.

RNIB Volunteer Survey
The Royal National Institute of Blind People’s latest survey on the experiences of blind and partially sighted people in volunteering is available to complete up to June 30.
Your feedback will help the RNIB gain a deeper understanding of the experience and perceptions of volunteering, promote what roles are available and to put what is learned into practice both within RNIB and when working with other organisations. 
To complete the survey, click here.  
If you or your service users need help to fill out the survey or registration form, please get in touch with Nicola Stanley-Dickinson at nicola.stanley-dickinson@rnib.org.uk or call on 07736 462071.



EVENTS

Fedcap Employability Day
This event from Fedcap on  Friday 20th June, 10am – 2pm will bring together local businesses, jobseekers, and employment specialists to:
1. Showcase the fantastic work happening across Preston through the Restart Scheme
1. Build valuable relationships with other local employers
1. Share opportunities and discuss current recruitment needs
1. Gain insight into the employability support available in the area
Whether you're hiring now or looking to build your local presence, this is a brilliant chance to make meaningful connections in a relaxed and productive setting.
Spaces are limited, so to secure your place, please contact by return email to neelufar.banaras@fedcap.org.uk.
Fedcap Preston, Guildhall Street, Preston, PR1 3NU.

Changes to Benefits Session
People First are hosting a listening Café with a focus around the potential changes to benefits. This is being held at Plungington community centre, for more information, see attached poster.

Battle of Bamber Bridge 82nd Anniversary
A celebration which remembers the battle that took place between Black American G. I’S, and White American military police who were there to enforce military discipline and Jim Crow laws in a racially segregated American armed force.
The event is hosted in collaboration with our members Preston Black History Group and will be taking place on June 21st, at Ye Old Hob Inn in Bamber Bridge. Event Poster.

Community Festival
This Saturday’s Community Festival is the opening event of this year’s Refugee Week and celebrates Lancashire’s diverse communities and cultures.
This year’s event is a collaboration between Preston City Council, Lancashire County Council and UCLan and takes place from 11am-3pm at the Foster Building, Preston Campus.
It’s hoped it will be a joyful celebration of the food, cultures, people and projects that make Lancashire such a special county. 
The event will involve free film screenings, music, entertainment, creative workshops, cookery demonstrations. food stall and children’s activities.
Click this link to book your free ticket or just turn up and the organisers will sort your registration on the day. 

Big Sale and Household Fund Advice Event
A double event has been organised by Deepdale Community Association at the Catherine Beckett Centre tomorrow, Thursday, June 12 when a big sale is being held along with an advice clinic on the Household Support Fund.
More details on attached flyer. 

Lung Cancer Screening 
Anyone who would like to learn more about lung cancer screening is encouraged to stop by and speak with the Roy Castle team who will be at Preston Market on Thursday, June 12 and Tuesday, June 17 and at St George’s Shopping Centre on Friday, June 13 and Wednesday, June 18.
For more information, visit https://roycastle.org/lungcancerscreeningpreston

Hospital Volunteering
As part of National Volunteers Week, Lancashire Teaching Hospitals are holding an information session on volunteering at Preston Hospital from 12.30pm-2pm this Friday, June 13.
You can register via the QR code on the attached flyer.

'Grow Your Own Herbs and Salad'    
A course entitled 'Grow Your Own Herbs and Salad' is taking place at Pukar Disability Resource Centre, starting next Monday, June 16.
Details on attached flyer.





Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Thursday, June 12 (and Friday, June 13)
Free NHS Health Checks 
Location: The Intact Centre, Whitby Ave, Ingol, Preston, PR2 3YP
Book your place now: www.nhshealthcheckslancashire.co.uk/book-now/

Thursday, June 12
1pm – 3pm: Benefits Now
A listening Cafe around the planned changes to benefits.
Location: Plungington Community Centre
Event Poster

Saturday, June 14
11am – 3pm: Community Festival
Location: Foster Buildling, UCLan
This year’s event a collaboration between Preston City Council, Lancashire County Council and The University of Central Lancashire takes place from 11am-3pm at the Foster Building, Preston Campus.
Free film screenings, music, entertainment, creative workshops, cookery demonstrations. food stall and children’s activities.
Click this link to book your free ticket.

Sunday, June 15
2pm – 5pm: Eid Lunch Celebration.
Organised by Ashton Food Aid.
Location: Peel Hall St, Preston PR1 6QQ.
This event is open to all: Men, women and children are all welcome!
The event is free but registration is compulsory: please fill out a form for each person attending: bit.ly/nasreid25p
If you have any questions, please contact 07913 028710.
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