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Weekly News Update – June 18th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event - TOMORROW
We are looking forward to welcoming you to our networking event tomorrow, at 10am in Preston Town Hall Room A. It promises to be a great morning with plenty of time for networking and collaboration. 
Full details of speakers below:
· Silas Nicholls - CEO of Lancs Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
· Ed Walker – Founder and Editor of Blog Preston
· Paul Blythin – Head of the Preston Place Partnership Health & Sport Initiative
If you wish to join us at Preston Town Hall from 10am-1pm, please register via the following link, or drop me an e-mail on glennm@prestoncn.org. 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/prestoncommunitynetwork/pcnnetworkingeventjune19th2025

PCN Members Map
I have recently been working on a map which will allow us to see the location of all our member groups. This has been a large task and is still a work in progress – but I would like to share this with all of you now.
I have used the addresses which were stated on organisations membership sign up sheet, but these may now be outdated or not applicable anymore. Please can you check your location on the map by clicking your organisation on the left side and let me know if you wish to be moved. This map is currently not public, and can only be accessed via this link.

ICANN Services Update
A small update from our long-standing members, ICANN:
“We would like to thank you for your continued support, over the last 3 years, in referring clients to us for help with benefit form filling, PIP/WCA health assessments and appeal tribunals.

Unfortunately, the Lottery Reaching Communities funding is coming to an end on the 30th June 2025. As a result of this we will no longer be funded to attended PIP/WCA health assessments and appeal tribunals in Lancashire.

As of 1st July 2025, we will still continue this work, however, this will now be one of our chargeable services. Please see the attached services and pricing structure.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would like further information or support on 01772 746061 or email admin@i-cann.org.uk”




Fishwick Rangers Inflatables
With the summer events in full swing, our members Fishwick Rangers would like to let everyone know that they have inflatables for hire for use at your events (Summer Fairs, Fundraising Events etc.)
Any PCN member hiring during the summer period, will be eligible to a 15% discount by quoting ‘FR25’.
You can find details of all the inflatables they have on offer here.

Future of Lancashire Event
Last Thursday, June 12, Tony represented the VCFSE sector at the ‘Future of Lancashire’ conference event at The Samlesbury Hotel.
The event was organised by the North & Western Lancashire Chamber of Commerce and was extremely well attended by business leaders and representatives from across the region.
You can find a full update on this meeting here.
     
Disability Equality NW
Our friends at DENW have now settled into their new base at 23 Sedgwick Street and have held a successful event to celebrate the official opening.
They are as usual busily at work on their range of services and you can read a full update on what’s happening at DENW here.




YOUTH NEWS

The MET 2025
The MET (Mobile Entertainment Tent) is coming to Preston in July and there is a number of events for young people to attend. events will include wrestling, No Whispers safety talks and Byron from the JJ effect giving a powerful anti knife talk. It would be great to have as many young people as possible attend these events which will be taking place at St Bernards – Larches and Savick Community Hub
To book tickets and see the whole line up visit - https://visitpreston.com/whats-on/events-calendar/The-MET-2025

SPEAR Employability Programme
🔜Our next Spear programme starts on Wednesday 2nd July and we are now taking referrals. 
🤔 Do you know of or are working with a young person aged 16-24 who is currently not in employment, education or training? Perhaps they’re struggling with low confidence, facing mental health challenges, have low or no qualifications, have lived in care at some point or have a criminal record - then Spear could be for them!
❗ As a reminder, 75% of young people who complete The Spear Programme get into work and are still there 1 year later.
💭 If you have a young person in mind, please email harriet.donovan@prestonminster.org and we can start a conversation about the programme and how we can support them into work.

Lancashire’s Health Heroes – Let’s Get Brushing Campaign
Lancashire County Council are holding three bitesize briefings for staff who support children and families in Preston. More details attached.







FUNDING
Islamic Relief UK 
Islamic Relief UK is offering grants of £1,000–£40,000 to VCFSE organisations for projects supporting marginalised and vulnerable communities. 
This year’s funding priorities include tackling poverty, empowering women, supporting refugees and asylum seekers, and promoting youth and BAMER (Black, Asian, Minority Ethnic and Refugee) community development.
Closing date is July 7 and organisations with strong local knowledge and a commitment to beneficiary involvement are especially encouraged to apply. 
Full details here. 

Parkinson’s UK Physical Activity Grants 
Parkinson’s UK has launched a new pilot grant scheme offering up to £3,000 to help community organisations support people with Parkinson’s through physical activity. The funding targets marginalised groups who are currently underrepresented in such programmes, including ethnic minority communities, LGBTQIA+ groups, people with disabilities, and those living in areas of high deprivation. 
Deadline is August 10 and application guidance is available here. 

Bupa Foundation Green Community Grants 
The Bupa Foundation Green Community Grants are now open for their third year, offering between £500 and £2,000 for grassroots projects that improve both community wellbeing and environmental health. 
Funded projects might include community gardens, outdoor classrooms, accessible green areas or tree planting initiatives. 
Deadline is June 30 and full details here.

Support for Ex-Offenders and At-Risk Youth 
The Weavers’ Company is offering grants to charitable incorporated organisations working with ex-offenders, young offenders or young people at risk of offending. 
A secondary focus is on disadvantaged young people up to age 25, including immigrants, aiming to boost their opportunities and social participation.
Deadline is July 3 and more details here. 

Steve Morgan Foundation 
The Steve Morgan Foundation has announced a £100 million funding commitment over the next five years to address the root causes of social disadvantage by investing in education, access to services, and employment opportunities. 
More details and eligibility checker here.

MSE Charity
The MSE Charity is offering grants to smaller organisations for work improving money management skills.
Deadline is July 10 and more details here.




SURVEYS
Disability Service Access Survey
We have been contacted by Healthwatch Lancashire re the second phase of their Disability Voices project. 
This study is intended to explore the lived experiences of disabled people travelling to and from primary and secondary care services and physically accessing those services. 
You or your service users are very welcome to complete.
More details and QR code link on attached flyer.




EVENTS
Windrush Celebration Weekend
This weekend sees a celebration of the Windrush Generation and their enduring contributions to British society.
Event highlights are:
Friday, June 20 – Windrush Flag Raising at Preston Town Hall, 12:30 PM.
Saturday, June 21 - Windrush Live Day at the Unity Centre, 2pm-7pm.
Sunday, June 22 - Windrush Service & Remembrance at Seventh Day Adventist Church, 12:30pm.
Further information on attached flyer. Please if possible confirm your attendance in advance.

Music in Nature
While the weather is good, it’s a great time to get down to Avenham Park and join a musical evening next Wednesday. Details on attached poster.   

Military Veterans’ Event in MET tent
A heads up re a Military Veterans’ event being held in the MET tent next month. Details on attached flyer.








Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Friday, June 20
10am – 2pm: Employability Day
Location: Fedcap Preston, Guildhall Street, Preston, PR1 3NU
This event will bring together local businesses, jobseekers, and employment specialists to:
· Showcase the fantastic work happening across Preston through the Restart Scheme
· Build valuable relationships with other local employers
· Share opportunities and discuss current recruitment needs
· Gain insight into the employability support available in the area
Spaces are limited, so to secure your place, please contact by return email to neelufar.banaras@fedcap.org.uk

Friday, June 20
3pm-6pm: Foxton Youth and Community Centre: Official Opening of New Centre Building
Email info@the foxton.org if you wish to attend.

Saturday, June 21
Noon-4pm: Tribal Project – The Big Fundraiser
Craft stalls, makers’ market, tombola, raffle
Location: Plungington Community Centre. 
All welcome.

Saturday, June 21
1pm – 6pm: Battle of Bamber Bridge 82nd Anniversary
Location:  Ye Old Hob Inn, 8-9 Church Rd, Bamber Bridge, Preston PR5 6EN
Event Poster.

Sunday, June 22
Noon-7.30pm: Windrush 77- The People’s Festival
Location: Avenham Park.
The usual fantastic attractions as the 77th anniversary of the Windrush arrival is marked.
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