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Weekly News Update – June 25th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event – Thank you
A huge thank you to everyone who attended our networking event last week(June 19th), we hope you found it helpful and informative.
I can now distribute the slides from all the speakers which can be found here.

Blog Preston
Ed Walker of Blog Preston spoke at our PCN networking event last week and during his address, he advised attendees that they were looking for volunteers to test use their proposed new look site.
If you wish to register to become a beta tester, just follow the simple instructions here.
In addition, if you have any stories or your group is engaged in anything you would like Blog Preston to publicise, you can contact Ed via ed@blogpreston.co.uk.

RNIB Transcription Service Discussion Groups
RNIB is inviting individuals with experience related to sight loss to participate in discussions about the future of their personal transcription service, which converts documents into accessible formats. They seek input on current needs, how users manage outside their services, and the organisation's future role.
Virtual meetings will be held in July, August, and September and will last approximately two hours.
Interested individuals can find out more and register their interest via the following link: https://forms.office.com/e/TrdyksdtBw by 2 July 2025 to be considered for participation.

Lancashire Mind – Wellbeing Coaching
Our member group Lancashire Mind have launched a free wellbeing coaching service, which is currently fully funded for young people aged 10-25.
Those with service users who may find this useful should note the group have a low waitlist to be seen by a qualified wellbeing coach so this is well worth a look. 
The coaching consists of six sessions of one hour each delivered virtually, and they can take place in or out of school. 
They are available to those with mild to moderate mental health concerns and self referral or referral by a family member is acceptable.
A referral form is attached which includes more information and contact details.

Community Champions
One of our members would like to contact the Community Champions at each of the local supermarkets but is having trouble getting details.
If anyone has a list of contacts they are able to pass on, or if you know where they can go to obtain one, could you email tonyd@prestoncn.org. Thank You.




YOUTH NEWS
Preston Skills Award Project
The Sub Group met on the 23rd June to have a catch up and discuss the next steps. After discussions with Buzz from Think Forward CIC we decided it was too soon for us to apply for EU/UK Funding to take this idea forward as the project isn’t ready at this stage and without full agreement from the Preston Youth Forum wider partners.
The next steps are to present the new Skills Award Framework to the Youth Forum in September, with an update of progress so far and be open to any idea’s and recommendations for taking this forward while offering more partners the chance to be a part of the project.

Professional Development Programme – Wot Wud U Do
Wot Wud U Do have a new professional development programme for 16-25 year olds in Preston especially those who are not in college or work. This will give them a great opportunity gain employability skills while completing an Arts Award Qualification. More details on flyer attached.

Community Prevent Training – Opportunities
See attached for details of training opportunities for the youth/community/faith sector around Prevent   
To book yourself or your youth club onto one of the sessions above contact - Lancashire Prevent Delivery Officer Team
Prevent.team@blackburn.gov.uk
01254 585260
https://www.lancashirepreventpartnership.org.uk/

NEW SKILLS for Summer with FTW Training and Inspira 2025
Our new Warehouse and FLT course New Induction date is on Tuesday 01/07/2025  2025 will have AM or PM slots available for short Induction- Duration 2 hours.
With starts 07/07/2025 on the 3-week Warehouse and FLT course in Partnership with Inspira 
(Includes RITTB Forklift Truck Certification) Counterbalance 
Venue -For Inductions and Theory weeks will be in Preston Town Centre
(please ensure FTW is contacted with candidate details to onboard prior to Induction)

Eligibility -19 years old – 65 and resident in the UK for last 3 years. On low income or economically inactive residents are welcome along with unemployed individuals. We conduct a basic English and Maths test on the induction day and Entry 3 is the requirement.

The Intact Centre – Summer Festival
This Saturday the 28th June the Intact Centre are hosting their Summer Festival with lots of different fun activities for adults and young people. More information on the flyer attached.

FUNDING
Tree Planting Grants 
The Tree Council’s Branching Out Fund is once again inviting applications from the VCFSE sector for the 2025/26 winter planting season. 
Grants between £250 and £2,500 are available to support local tree and hedgerow planting projects that use UK-grown stock. 
This is a great opportunity for groups looking to green their spaces, promote biodiversity, or boost community wellbeing through tree planting.  
More information here. 

Children in Need Emergency Essentials 
The BBC Children in Need’s Emergency Essentials Programme is now open, offering vital support for children and young people under 18 who are facing exceptionally difficult circumstances. 
The scheme provides essential items such as cookers, beds, clothing, white goods, and baby equipment to families in crisis with no other means of support. 
Applications must come via a registered referrer from a supporting organisation.
There are no deadlines, and decisions are usually made within 10 working days.
More details here. 

Woodward Charitable Trust 
The Woodward Charitable Trust is now inviting applications from small charities and community organisations focused on supporting disadvantaged families with children aged 0–11. 
Grants of up to £10,000 per year are available and priority will go to those offering parenting support, educational programmes, or early years wellbeing initiatives. 
Deadline is July 31 and you can find more details here. 

Support for Ex-Offenders and At-Risk Youth 
The Weavers’ Company is offering grants to charities and charitable incorporated organisations working with ex-offenders, young offenders, or young people at risk of offending. 
Funding can support project costs, core work for new initiatives, or innovative pilot schemes.  
Deadline is July 3 and more details here. 

Innovate UK- AKT4
Applications for funding for short, targeted innovation projects aimed at improving treatment, recovery, and harm reduction or prevention for individuals with drug or alcohol addictions are now being accepted by Innovate UK-AKT4.
Deadline is July 2 and more details here.

The Inman Charity
The Inman Charity are accepting applications for grants of up to £5,000 to charities for projects addressing community & healthcare needs.
Deadline is August 31 and for more details, click here.


SURVEYS
Lancashire Anti-Poverty Network
You may well already be aware of the Lancashire Anti-Poverty Network currently being set up, and a very successful launch event took place last week.
The Network have now created a ‘Next Steps’ form which they would be grateful if as many of you as possible could complete.
You can access this short form here.
Responses will inform the initial next steps for the network and direct where capacity and resource goes to begin with, and as soon as they have been collected and collated, the group will advise future plans and activities for the network.
In the meantime, for updates on the project, you can subscribe to the newsletter by clicking here.
If there is anything you would like to share with others in the network or if you would like any further information, please contact patsy@resolvepoverty.org

State of the Sector Survey 
As we have previously mentioned, this survey is an attempt to audit and celebrate all the positive contributions made by VCFSE groups across Lancashire.
If you are involved in a leadership role, please complete the survey or alternatively pass the survey on to anyone who is.
The more responses provided will give the best possible picture of the great work that groups and organisations are doing and how you are feeling at the moment.  
As a thank you for completing the survey, your group will be entered into a £500 prize draw.  
To complete the survey, click the link here.  


VACANCIES
Job Vacancies at Caritas Care
There are a couple of roles available at Caritas Care:
· Day Services Manager: https://www.caritascare.org.uk/manager-day-service/ Closing Date: 7 July
· Support Workers: Learning Disabilities Day Services: https://www.caritascare.org.uk/support-workers-fx-day-service/ Closing Date: 30 June
Volunteers - Release Mates
The Release Mates group, who have been PCN members since their early days, are looking for volunteers to support people transitioning back into the community after prison and those on their recovery journey.
They would be especially interested to hear from people who have been in prison themselves and are now in recovery as their unique understanding and empathy is invaluable in empowering others to rebuild their lives.
More details on attached flyer.


EVENTS
Disability Pride
The 2nd Lancashire Disability Pride Event is taking place on July 10th at Preston Flag Market. Please see poster attached.

The MET
Please find information attached, regarding a whole raft of amazing activities taking place during July and August, at the MET, ST BERNARDS - Larches And Savick Community Hub, Elswick Rd, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston PR2 1NT.

Community Partnership Meeting
It’s vitally important that strong links are forged between the city’s VCFSE sector and UCLan’s research department, and the next stage of efforts to progress this is a partnership event which takes place next Monday, June 30 from 11am – 2.30pm. 
The theme is ‘How can we develop community partnerships in research that really leads to positive change in Preston?’ 
All are welcome and you can sign up via this link. 
This event is a follow up from the initial meeting on May 13 and participants from that meeting as well as new people are encouraged to come along. 
This event will be led by the YourMap project and refreshments and lunch will be provided.
Location is The Engineering Innovation Centre, UCLan Preston campus PR1 2HE.



Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Sunday, June 28
11am-3pm: Intact Summer Festival
Location: The Intact Centre, 49 Whitby Avenue PR2 3YP.
Registration: For free tickets, click here

image1.png
Preston
community

network





