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Weekly News Update – June 4th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event
Taking place on June 19th, our networking event promises to be a great morning with plenty of time for networking and collaboration. 
Full details of speakers below:
· Silas Nicholls - CEO of Lancs Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
· Ed Walker – Founder and Editor of Blog Preston
· We will also be joined by a representative from The Preston Place Partnership Health and Sport Initiative
If you wish to join us at Preston Town Hall from 10am-1pm, please register via the following link, or drop me an e-mail on glennm@prestoncn.org. 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/prestoncommunitynetwork/pcnnetworkingeventjune19th2025

PCN Online Funding Event
We are pleased to advise that our friends from the National Lottery have agreed to take part in an online funding event with ourselves on July 15.
This will take the form of a series of bookable slots where our members can speak to Lottery officials about available funding, how to put an effective bid together and any other information you may need.
At this stage, we are trying to gauge numbers so if you would be interested in booking an online slot, please could you drop us a line on admin@prestoncn.org and let us know as this would greatly assist us in setting up the event.   

UKSPF News
Some good news around the UKSPF and it’s intended timescales after it emerged government cash earmarked for local projects will take longer to come through than first expected.
Preston City Council are planning to distribute the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) – before the plans have officially been given the green light by ministers.
Full news story on Blog Preston’s Website.



YOUTH NEWS
Lancashire SEND Partnership - Consultation
The SEND Partnership has produced a Priority Action Plan in response to the Lancashire SEND Inspection in December 2024.  Following this, Lancashire County Council has now produced The Local Offer Survey 2025 on behalf of the Partnership. This survey focuses on the Lancashire Local Offer website and is now live. It takes only 1-3 minutes to complete and is invaluable in shaping and improving the website and the way in which the Partnership shares information. The survey will close on the 30th of June.
 The survey is designed for children and young people, parent carers, practitioners, VCFSE and anyone else who uses the Local Offer. Please share this with any appropriate groups/individuals/contacts you may have
Click on the link to access the survey - https://forms.office.com/e/P5v1bq9MQ0

CAP – Innovation Fund
The Preston CAP have announced that applications for their Innovation Fund are now open.

It offers up to £5,000 in grant funding to support inspiring, creative projects that make a real impact.
We know that tackling underage drinking and anti-social behaviour isn’t just about enforcement—it's about engagement, positivity and community. When young people are involved in enjoyable, purposeful activities with a supportive peer group, the results speak for themselves.
That’s why we are investing once again in bold, original ideas that put creativity at the centre of local solutions. Across the country, CAPs are developing imaginative ways to engage children and young people, helping them understand why an alcohol-free childhood is so important.
Preston Youth Forum Members can apply for this funding, please contact Fran our regional advisor for Preston before submitting a bid - fran@communityalcoholpartnerships.co.uk
Here is the link to the online application form: https://forms.gle/pUQraY5sNsaUAQqi7

Referrals Into Social Care – Changes from Lancashire County Council
Change to request for support form
From 29 May 2025 we will be using a new service for our online request for support form, the Lancashire children and families service.
The first time you use this service you must register for a children and families service account.
Once registered, you must log in to submit further requests for support.
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/safeguarding-children/requesting-support-from-childrens-services/
This new service will support the local authority to reduce delays in responding to referrals. 
When logged in you'll be able to:
save your progress to return to a request for support form later
view all the forms that you have submitted within the last 30 days
view responses to your referrals in one place
Registration for the new form will be available on 29 May. We will provide updated guidance here to help you to register and use the form.




Training Opportunities
Marc Dunne from Preston City Council’s Community Engagement Team has passed on details of a range of training opportunities for any staff supporting young people in Preston. 
Please see attached document for details.



FUNDING
Family Fund Your Opportunity Grant Programme
Your service users may wish to be aware of the Family Fund’s Your Opportunity grant programme, which offers funding for targeted support to families of disabled or seriously ill young adults aged 18 to 24 living at home. 
The grants can be used for a range of items and experiences from digital devices and sports equipment to day trips and educational resources.
Applications must come from a parent or carer and are open until further notice.
More details and application form here.

Co-op Foundation Future Communities Fund
The Co-op Foundation’s Future Communities Fund is offering grants to support organisations working with young people with experience of the youth justice system. The fund prioritises smaller not-for-profits (with income under £250,000), and takes a participatory, long-term, and supportive approach to funding.
Closing date is June 16 and more details can be found here.

IT4Good Grants
WCIT Grants Programme is now open, offering grants of up to £15,000 to UK-based educational institutions and not-for-profit organisations. 
Funding supports innovative IT projects that align with themes such as education, digital inclusion, and IT for charities.
The next application deadline is August 18 and there are more details here.





TRAINING
Gambling Related Harms Training
In collaboration with Beacon trust, Preston Muslim Forum have organised a training day for professionals and community leaders- RSPH level 2 award in tackling gambling related harms.

The training is free, please click on this link and fill the details to secure your place:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/level-2-award-in-tackling-gambling-related-harms-tickets-1372691841249?aff=oddtdtcreator
Free accessibility webinars from AbilityNet
AbilityNet provide a great deal of useful information around digital accessibility. They are running a series of free webinars that look interesting:
﻿
Wednesday 2 July: Dementia and digital adjustments that can help with Dementia UK
﻿Thursday 26 June: IAAP Network and Learn
Thursday 3 July: Introduction to Digital Accessibility
Thursday 17 July: How to build a disability inclusive workplace




EVENTS
Plungington Community Centre – Emmanuel Church
Lots of events coming up at Plungington Community Centre, click below for the relevant posters:
· Strawberry Tea – June 14th
· Eccleston Brass Band – July 4th
· Family Fun Day – July 12th 
· Wine Tasting Evening – October 17th 

DENW VJ Day - Victory over Japan Day Celebration 2025
Celebrating the 80th anniversary of the end of WWII on Thursday 14th August, 1-3pm
Please note this event is for members of Disability Equality North West only.
Light refreshments will be provided. Any questions/access/allergies please contact communityhub@disability-equality.org.uk or tel the Community Hub team on 01772 558863
For further information about VJ Day please click on the following link https://ve-vjday80.gov.uk/ 




Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Thursday, June 5
1pm – 3pm: Dr Bike Session
Is your bike ready for summer? Bring it along for a FREE check-up at the Dr Bike session at Plungington Community Centre
Drop-off style session – leave your bike with us and we’ll give it a once-over!
Tom and Josh will be on hand for simple fixes and to chat about basic maintenance tips.
📌 Book your spot: Eventbrite

Monday, June 9
Friends of No Whispers CIC Guest Speaker Event
Location: OneCoWork on Winkley Square, Preston
See attached for more information including registration details, but please note places are limited so call first to confirm availability.
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