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Weekly News Update – May 14th, 2025
NEWS
Preston VCFSE Sector Asset Register
At the suggestion of one of our members, we care looking into the possibility of setting up an asset register at PCN.
It’s hoped this would include such assets as vans, office furniture, projectors and even equipment such as tombolas and bingo machines which members have and which they would be willing to loan out to fellow VCFSE groups.
If you have any such assets, or suggestions of other things we may wish to include, please drop us a line and let us know, and we will look further into setting such a register up.

Preston City Council – HAF Programme
Preston City Council’s Holiday Activities and Food programme (HAF) summer briefing session for Preston, will be held at Preston Town Hall from 9.30-11am, Thursday 15th May. To give further background, Preston City Council entered into a collaboration agreement with Lancashire County Council from 1st April 2025, to take on the management and commissioning of HAF until 31st March 2026. Prior to this, HAF had been commissioned in Preston via an external agency. With Preston City Council now administering the HAF programme and subsequent grants scheme, this provides an opportunity to do things differently. 
Looking forwards to summer, Preston City Council would like to work with new and existing providers to enhance Preston’s holiday provision and HAF offer. HAF aims to provide funded opportunities for families whereby children can attend funded holiday clubs.

Lancs Teaching Hospitals Community Engagement Newsletter
Lancs Teaching Hospitals have just released their first Community Engagement Newsletter.
This will hopefully be of interest to our members as community engagement forms a key part of the Trust’s recruitment strategy for entry level roles, which can provide employment opportunities for some of Preston’s less advantaged residents.
A copy of the newsletter is attached.

The Harris Community Consultation
The Harris and wellbeing service provider, Community Roots, are hosting a community consultation at Preston Town Hall on Friday 23rd May 10:30-12. When the Harris reopens, Community Roots will be running a range of health and wellbeing related activities/workshops/support groups in the city-centre venue. They want to hear from members of the public what kinds of sessions they’d be interested in attending and use their feedback to create a co-produced programme that meets the needs of visitors.




YOUTH NEWS
Free Tennis Sessions in Preston
We Do tennis are putting on free tennis sessions on the Saturday 17th May at Moor Park and Sunday 18th May at Haslam Park
This is free to attend, for all abilities. and equipment will be provided.
Visit the website at www.wdtvenues.co.uk/preston-parks to see what activity is taking place and book on, and then head on down to meet the We Do Tennis team who will help get you playing, and answer any questions you have about tennis in Preston parks!

Online & Cyber Security Course – Preston Community Hub
On Monday the 19th May Preston Community Hub are offering an Online and Cyber Security Course for people aged 19+. This training is free and lasts for 6 weeks. To book visit the website www.lal.ac.uk.


Mapping Health Survey for National Institute for Health & Care
As part of a research study funded by the National Institute for Health and Care Research (NIHR) they are using a survey to map youth work services for young people experiencing long term health conditions (physical and mental health) across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales.
The purpose of this mapping survey is to establish current provision and to develop a sampling frame to identify possible case study sites for the fieldwork stage of the study (scheduled for later in 2025).
We are interested in identifying any youth work services supporting young people (YP) who:
· Are aged 11 to 25 years;
· Have a long-term physical condition (e.g., diabetes, asthma) AND/OR;
· Have a long-term mental health condition (e.g., anxiety, depression, self-harm).
Survey link: https://tinyurl.com/YWSMapping
Please get in contact with rosie.gordon@manchester.ac.uk, 07584284337 if you have any questions.


FUNDING
Funding Fair
We all know that times are tough especially with regards to funding, so it’s very timely that our friends at LACVS/LOCAL have organised a Funding Fair which will take place in Central Preston next month.
A great range of funders and other advisers will be on hand and all PCN members are welcome.
More details on attached flyer. 

Creative Funding Offered for Education, Communities and Individuals
Applications are being accepted for grant funding to support creative projects, organisations and individuals by the Hugo Burge Foundation.
Grants of up to £15,000 are available for projects under the Creative Education and Creative Communities strands. 
Applicants may include individuals, schools, arts organisations, community groups and festivals.
Deadline is May 31 and application details via this link.
A B Charitable Trust
The A B Charitable Trust is inviting applications from charities supporting marginalised groups and defending human dignity. 
Grants of £10,000 to £30,000 are available for one to three years and can be used for core or project funding. Priority areas include migrants and refugees, criminal justice reform, access to justice, and the human rights framework. 
Deadline is July 25 and more details via this link.

SPAR’s Community Cashback Campaign
SPAR’s Community Cashback Campaign is back for its fourth year, offering residents the chance to nominate a local voluntary group or charity to receive a grant of up to £10,000.
Applicants simply need to share how their chosen organisation is making a difference and how the funding would help. 
Deadline is June 4 and there are more details via this link.

Access to Justice for Disabled People
The Three Guineas Trust has launched a new funding round offering grants of up to £50,000 per year.
The funding aims to support disabled and neurodivergent people in exercising their rights in areas such as welfare, housing, community care, personal liberty, and access to goods and services.
The focus is on projects that provide legal advice, advocacy, or remove barriers to accessing such services.
Deadline is June 12 and more details via this link.



TRAINING
Deafway
Deafway are currently offering a few different courses at their venue in Brockholes Brow, PR1 5BB. Click the links below for posters with more details.
British Sign Language – PreLevel 1
British Sign Language – Level 1
Lipreading
 


SURVEY
State of the Sector
In these tough times, the contribution of the voluntary and charity sector to communities across the North West region is hard to underestimate.
In order to recognise and celebrate the wonderful work of the thousands of people employed in the sector, a major survey has been launched with the aim of detailing this fantastic work and letting the whole community know about it.
And if you take part, you could win a £500 donation for your group as all those completing the survey will be entered in a free prize draw. 
The survey has been organised jointly by LACVS, Community CVS, the LOCAL project, Cumbria CVS and the Lancs and South Cumbria VCFSE Alliance, and has appealed for anyone running a not-for-private profit group or organisation, or who is involved with such a group in any capacity, to complete the survey.
Once completed, it’s hoped a clear picture will be established of all the wonderful work currently taking place.
In order to access the survey, all you have to do is click this link
If you know anyone who wants to complete the survey but doesn’t have web access, please contact us at PCN and we will arrange for you to be sent a hard copy.

Volunteering - Blind and Partially Sighted People.
Calling all blind and partially sighted people.
The RNIB want to understand your motivations to volunteer, what stops you from volunteering, and what might encourage you to volunteer in the future.
If you have a spare few minutes, they would be very grateful if you complete the latest Voice of the Customer survey which you can access via this link.  




EVENTS
The Big SEND Afternoon
An event taking place Moor Nook Family Hub Youth and Community Zone and is a golden opportunity for you to meet a variety of SEND services on hand to answer any questions. You can find the agenda attached here.
This event is open to professionals and Families.
 
Jobs Fair
Taking place at Sahara in Preston next Wednesday 21st May, there will be a Jobs Fair as detailed below:
Venue – Sahara Preston, 48 Fishwick Parade, Preston PR1 4XQ
Date – Wednesday 21st May 2025
Time - 10.00am to 1.00pm
Please see attached for more details.

Sight Loss Day
Please see attached for a Sight Loss Day on Thursday 29th May 2025 from 10.30am -2.30pm at Pukar Disability Resource Centre Preston. 

Lancashire Women
A busy programme of events for the coming weeks has been organised by Lancashire Women and there are full details on the attached flyer.

Spring Foray Walks
There have been some lovely spring evenings recently and you can make the most of them by joining one of a series of Spring Foray Walks in Avenham Park, with the first one taking place next Wednesday, May 21.
Full details on attached flyer. 

Mandala Yoga & Well Being - Healthier Together Programme
Our friends at Mandala are launching a fantastic Yoga for Chronic Conditions course as part of their ongoing programme of events. 
The National Lottery supported free to access 18 week course designed for those experiencing chronic stress, anxiety, chronic pain, chronic fatigue, ME, or additional sensory needs.
Please note that this is not a drop-in class, it is an 18 week course to enable everyone to get the most from the practices taught.
Details and booking link here.
In addition, the group’s popular Knit and Crochet Crafting Together classes continue to run on the first and third Saturdays of each month at The Catherine Beckett Centre on Deepdale Road and the Knitting Workshops take place each Monday from 10.30am-Noon at Preston Community Hub on Samuel Street.
The Mandala Arts and Craft group also meet each Tuesday morning at The Hub, details attached.




Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.


Saturday, May 17
9am-4pm: Lancashire Science Festival
Multiple events across the UCLan campus
You can find out more about the festival and book your tickets at: Lancashire Science Festival – Lancashire Science Festival

Wednesday, May 21
10am – 1pm: Jobs Fair
Location: Sahara Preston, 48 Fishwick Parade, Preston PR1 4XQ
Event Poster

Wednesday, May 21
1:30pm-4:30pm: The Big SEND Afternoon
Location: Moor Nook Family Hub and Zone, Burholme Road, Preston, PR2 6HN
Event Poster

image1.png
Preston
community

network





