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Weekly News Update – May 28th, 2025
NEWS
PCN Networking Event
Registration is now open for our next networking event. Taking place on June 19th, it promises to be a great morning with plenty of time for networking and collaboration. Full details of speakers will be confirmed next week. If you wish to join us at Preston Town Hall from 10am-1pm, please register via the following link, or drop me an e-mail on glennm@prestoncn.org. 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/prestoncommunitynetwork/pcnnetworkingeventjune19th2025

PCN Online Funding Event
We are pleased to advise that our friends from the National Lottery have agreed to take part in an online funding event with ourselves on July 15.
This will take the form of a series of bookable slots where our members can speak to Lottery officials about available funding, how to put an effective bid together and any other information you may need.
At this stage, we are trying to gauge numbers so if you would be interested in booking an online slot, please could you drop us a line on admin@prestoncn.org and let us know as this would greatly assist us in setting up the event.   

Pathways to Work - Response
Long standing members – ICANN are drafting a response to the government’s Pathways to Work: Reforming Benefits Green Paper. You can read information on this here.
They have put out two short questionnaires to the public which they will use to respond to the paper:
· Reforming the Structure of the Health and Disability Benefits System
· Supporting People to Thrive

Meetings Update
Tony has attended a number of meetings on behalf of the sector and there is a brief update on each meeting in the relevant section of the website. 
There are several more meetings coming up and Tony will flag these up in advance so if you have any issues you wish to be brought up, you can advise him well ahead of the event itself.
Also, just to let you know the website updates provide a brief resume and if you need more details on any meeting, please contact Tony on tonyd@prestoncn.org and he will be happy to assist. 





YOUTH NEWS
Runshaw College – Free Teaching Assistant Course
Are you aged 19+ and looking to get into a career as a Teaching Assistant, Runshaw College are offering a free course. Cidori have teamed up with Runshaw College with a great offer that also has lots of different benefits including a funded DBS Certificate and job interviews with local schools to help you enter employment. To apply Contact: Nicola Arnold narnold@cidori.co.uk

Community Links Training – Skills Bootcamp Opportunity – Telecoms Engineer
Community links Training have a great opportunity for anyone over 19 in the Preston area who is looking to start a career in Telecoms Engineering. The course starts on the 19th June 2025.
During the 5-week programme delegates will gain 9 qualifications which will lead them into a career in the fibre industry. The first week is designed to ease them into classroom learning and will be an introduction into the constructions and Fibre industry. Weeks 2, 3 & 4 they will gain the 9 technical qualifications listed below:

· SA001 - Overhead Safety
· SA006 - Safe Working in Civils course
· NRSWA Signing, Lighting and Guarding
· LA – Location Avoidance  
· Tetra – Leaning ladders and Flat roof training
· Manual Handling
· Abrasive Wheels
· Asbestos Awareness
· Pole top rescue 

Week 5 we will look over their CVs and make them more fibre industry focused and give interview tips and techniques to help with their guaranteed interviews that will take place on week 6 or the following week.
Contact Steve Woods to book at place by email - Steve.woods@mycommunitylinks.com or by phone 01744733711 or 07736769992

Disability Pride Event – Lancashire County Council
On the 25th July LCC are hosting a Disability Pride Event at the Moor Nook Family Hub from 1pm-4pm. Please see more details on the flyer below.

Youth Worker Job Opportunities – Lancashire County Council
LCC are recruiting for new Casual Youth Workers within their Preston & South Ribble Youth Teams. They are also hosting a ‘Walk into Youth Work’ Event at their West Paddock Youth Centre in Leyland on Tuesday the 3rd June at 6pm where people can drop in and have a chat about the positions and meet the team. Links to apply for the jobs are below:- 
Assistant Youth Support Worker | Children and Family Wellbeing Service | Part Time | Preston, South Ribble - LCC Career Site Careers
Casual Assistant Youth Support Worker | Early Help | Preston - LCC Career Site Careers
Casual Youth Support Worker | Early Help | Preston - LCC Career Site Careers



FUNDING
LACVS LOCAL & Preston Volunteers Funding Fair for Central Lancashire
We all know funding is an absolutely key issue at the moment so it is great to see LACVS/LOCAL have organised a major Funding Fair next week with a fantastic range of potential funders attending to offer information and advice.
The event takes place on Wednesday, June 4 at One Co Work in Winckley Square, Preston and will feature 18 different funders including The National Lottery, Children in Need and Lancashire Community Foundation.
The morning session is an open one with no need to book with the afternoon session featuring the chance to book 20 minute one to one slots with funders and also Preston MP Sir Mark Hendrick’s office who will offer personalised grant finder searches. 
To book an afternoon time slot, please click this link and if you have any questions, please contact Denise Hayhurst on 07939 300652 or Denise.Hayhurst@lacvs.org.uk

Household Support Fund
Applications are now open for the latest round of funding for the Household Support Fund which is being administered by Preston City Council.
Applications are restricted to one per household but are open to all residents of Preston who need help and assistance with energy and water, food and wider essentials such as uniforms etc. 
Applications must be made online using this link and for more information, call 01772 906777 or visit the Help in Preston website here.    

Rosa Rise Fund
The 2025 Rosa Rise Fund is now open for applications, offering two-year grants of up to £40,000 to Black and racially minoritised-led women’s and girls’ organisations.
Aimed at groups with annual incomes between £30,000 and £300,000, the funding supports vital organisational development work such as strategy, governance, leadership, and impact measurement.
Applications close at 4pm on Monday, June 23 and free ‘How to Apply’ webinars are taking place in early June.
Full details here.

Bright Futures Education and Employment
The Societe Generale UK Foundation has launched the Bright Futures Fund, a £1 million initiative offering unrestricted grants of £10,000 to £50,000 to charities supporting marginalised groups. 
But please hurry as the deadline for Expressions of Interest is June 3. More details 
here.


Radcliffe Trust Music and Heritage Projects
The Radcliffe Trust is now offering grants between £2,500 and £7,500 to charities, not-for-profits, and exempt organisations for projects in music, heritage and crafts including training.
Projects benefiting disadvantaged groups are encouraged.
The deadline is July 31 and there are more details here.

Yorkshire Building Society – Small Change Big Difference Fund
The above is offering small grants to groups for initiatives benefitting vulnerable people. 
Deadline is June 30 and there’s more details here.



TRAINING
GetGrants – Bid Writing
Some bid writing training sessions from GetGrants – there is a small cost attached to each session - £12.
Bid Writing Training Course - Get Grants

Community Leaders’ Training Course 2025 
For details about the course content and outcomes, please see attached. 
The planned dates for the community leaders’ training course are 30th September, 1st and 2nd of October 2025, 
Day 1 (30th September) will be at The Hub on Grange Park, Mitton Drive, Ribbleton, Preston PR2 6HA 
Day 2 and 3 (1st and 2nd October) will be at Beacon Fell Country Park, Preston, within the Forest of Bowland National Landscape.




EVENTS
Sight Loss day at Pukar
Our friends at Pukar are holding a ‘Sight Loss day’ event at their base at Oakham Court tomorrow, Thursday, May 29 from 10.30am -2.30pm. More details on attached flyer.

Preston Opera – La Traviata
Our member group Preston Opera are staging a very special 60th Anniversary production of Verdi's masterpiece 'La Traviata'.
There’s already been high demand for tickets and an extra date has been added to the run, which takes place this weekend at Fulwood Academy, Black Bull Lane, Preston, PR2 9YR.
The group have worked so hard and it promises to be a memorable event, and details on how to purchase tickets and other information are on the attached poster.

Parkinson’s Walking Football
Preston North End’s community team have just launched a series of Parkinson’s walking football sessions which some of your service users may be interested in.
Details on attached flyer. 

Men’s Health/Football Event
A Men’s Mental Health Day takes place on June 10 at Westview Leisure Centre.  
A range of health checks will be available and though football is a big part of the event and there will be games for all levels of ability, there will plenty of other attractions and all are welcome.
Details on attached flyer.




Weekly Round Up
Below you will find a summary of events happening this week. Registration is not required unless stated. Please also keep an eye on the weekly events in Section Two of the Events section of our website here.
As always, please check with the event provider to make sure that the event is still running.

Thursday, May 29
10:30am – 2:30pm: Sight Loss Day
Location: Pukar Disability Resource Centre, PR1 3XP
Event Poster

Friday, May 30
7:15pm: La Traviata – Preston Opera
Location: Fulwood Academy, Black Bull Lane, Preston, PR2 9YR
The dates for the shows are as follows:
Friday 30th May 7.15pm
Saturday 31st May 2pm
Saturday 31st May 7.15pm
Sunday 1st June 2pm.
Registration: Via the link on the poster
Saturday, May 31
10am – 4pm: Spring Fair & Sustainability Festival
Location: Ashton Walled Garden, Ashton Park, Peddlers Lane, PR2 1HL
Poster for the event.

Wednesday, June 4
10.30am – 3pm: VCFSE Funding Fair.
Hosted by LACVS LOCAL and Preston Volunteers. 
Range of funding bodies, advice and information, one to one slots available. 
Location: One Co Work, Winckley Square, Preston
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